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‘PREFACE.

THERE are three great motives that
urge us to humility. It becomes me as
a creature, as a sinner, as a saint. The
first we see in the heavenly hosts, in un-
fallen man, in Jesus as Son of Man. The
second appeals to us in our fallen state,
and points out the only way through
which we can return to our right place
as creatures. In the third we have the
mystery of grace, which teaches us that,
as we lose ourselves in the overwhelming
greatness of redeeming love, humility be-
comes to us the consummation of ever-
lasting blessedness and adoration.

In our ordinary religious teaching the
second aspect has been too exclusively
put in the foreground, so that some have
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even gone to the extreme of saying that
we must keep sinning if we are indeed
to keep humble. Others again have
thought that the strength of self-con-
demnation is the secret of humility.
And the Christian life has suffered loss,
where believers have not been distinctly
guided to see that, even in our relation
as creatures, nothing is more natural and
beautiful and blessed than to be nothing,
that God may be all; or, where it has
not been made clear that it is not sin
that humbles most, but grace, and that
it is the soul, led through its sinfulness
to be occupied with God in His wonder-
ful glory as God, as Creator, and Re-
deemer, that will truly take the lowest
place before Him.

In these meditations I have, for more
than one reason, almost exclusively di-
rected attention to the humility that be-
comes us as creatures. It is not only
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that the connection between humility
and sin is so abundantly set forth in all
our religious teaching, but because I be-
lieve that for the fullness of the Christian
life it is indispensable that prominence
be given to the other aspect. If Jesus is
indeed to be our example in His lowli-
ness, we need to understand the princi-
ples in which it was rooted, and in which
we find the common ground on which we
stand with Him, and in which our like-
ness to Him is to be attained. If we
are indeed to be humble, not only be-
fore God but towards men, if humility is
to be our joy, we must see that it is not
only the mark of shame because of sin, but,
apart from all sin, a being clothed upon
with the very beauty and blessedness of
heaven and of Jesus. We shall see that
just as Jesus found His glory in taking
| the form of a servant, so when He said
to us, ‘“ Whosoever would be first among
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you shall be your servant,” He simply
taught us the blessed truth that there is
nothing so divine and heavenly as being
the servant and helper of all. The faith-
ful servant who recognizes his position
finds a real pleasure in supplying the
wants of the master or his guests. When
we see that humility is something infi-
nitely deeper than cortrition, and accept
it as our participation in the life of Je-
sus, we shall begin to learn that it is our
true nobility, and that to prove it in be-
ing servants of all is the highest fulfill-
ment of our destiny, as men created in
the image of God.

When I look back upon my own re-
ligious experience, or round upon the
Church of Christ in the world, I stand
amazed at the thought of how little hu-
mility is sought after as the distinguish-
ing feature of the discipleship of Jesus.
In preaching and living, in the daily in-
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tercourse of the home and social life, in
the more special fellowship with Chris-
tians, in the direction and performance
of work for Christ,—alas! how much
proof there is that humility is not es-
teemed the cardinal virtue, the only root
from which the graces can grow, the one
indispensable condition of true fellow-
ship with Jesus. That it should have
been possible for men to say of those
who claim to be seeking the higher holi;
ness, that the profession has not been
accompanied with increasing humility, is
a loud call to all earnest Christians, how-
ever much or little truth there be in the
charge, to prove that meekness and low-
liness of heart are the chief mark by
which they who follow the meek and
lowly lamb of God are to be known.
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I

HUMILITY: THE GLORY OF THE
CREATURE.

““They shall cast their crowns before the
throne, saying: Worthy art Thou, our Lord
and our God, to receive the glory and the
honor and the power: for Thou didst create
all things, and because of Thy will they were,
and were created.”—REvV. iv. 11.

WHEN God created the universe, it
was with the one object of making the
creature partaker of His perfection and
blessedness, and so showing forth in it
the glory of His love and wisdom and
power. God wished to reveal Himself
in and through created beings by com-

municating to them as much of His own
(13)
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goodness and glory as they were capable
of receiving. But this communication
was not a giving to the creature some-
thing which it could possess in itself, a
certain life or goodness, of which it had
the charge and disposal. By no means.
But as God is the ever-living, ever-pres-
ent, ever-acting One, who upholdeth all
things by the word of His power, and in
whom all things exist, the relation of the
creature to God could only be one of
unceasing, absolute, universal depend-
ence. As truly as God by His power
once created, so truly by that same
power must God every moment main-
tain. The creature has not only to look
back to the origin and first beginning of
existence, and acknowledge that it there
owes everything to God; its chief care,
its highest virtue, its only happiness, now
and through all eternity, is to present
itself an empty vessel, in which God can
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dwell and manifest His power and
goodness.

The life God bestows is imparted not
once for all, but each moment continu-
ously, by the unceasing operation of His
mighty ‘power. Humility, the place of
entire dependence on God, is, from the
very nature of things, the first duty and
the highest virtue of the creature, and
the root of every virtue.

And so pride, or the loss of this hu-
mility, is the root of every sin and evil.
It was when the now fallen aingels began
to look upon themselves with self-com-
placency that they were led to disobedi-
ence, and were cast down from the light
of heaven into outer darkness. Even so
it was, when the serpent breathed the
poison of his pride, the desire to be as
God, into the hearts of our first parents,
that they, too, fell from their high estate
into all the wretchedness in which man
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is now sunk. In heaven and earth,
pride, self-exaltation, is the gate and
the birth, and the curse, of hell. (See
Note A.)

Hence, it follows that nothing can be
our redemption, but the restoration of
the lost humility, the original and only
true relation of the creature to its God.
And so Jesus came to bring humility back
to earth, to make us partakers of it, and
by it to save us. In heaven He humbled
Himself to become man. " The humility
we see in Him possessed Him in heaven ;
it brought Him, he brought it, from
there. Here on earth “He humbled
Himself, and became obedient unto
death”; His humility gave His death
its value, and so became our redemption.
And now the salvation He imparts is
nothing less and nothing else than a
communication of His own life and
death, His own disposition and spirit,
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His own humility, as the ground and
root of His relation to God and His re-
deeming work. Jesus Christ took the
place and fulfilled the destiny of man, as
a creature, by His life of perfect humility.
His humility is our salvation. His sal-
vation is our humility.

And so the life of the saved ones, of
the saints, must needs bear this stamp of
deliverance from sin, and full restoration
to their original state; their whole rela-
tion to God and man marked by an all-
pervading humility. Without this there
can be no true abiding in God's presence,
or experience of His favor and the power
of His spirit; without this no abiding
faith, or love or joy or strength. Hu-
mility is the only soil in which the
graces root; the lack of humility is the
sufficient explanation of every defect and
failure. Humility is not so much a grace
or virtue along with others; it is the root
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of all, because it alone takes the right
attitude before God, and allows Him as
God to do all.

God has so constituted us as reason-
able beings, that the truer the insight
into the real nature or the absolute need
of a command, the readier and fuller will
be our obedience to it. The call to hu-
mility has been too little regarded in the
Church, because its true nature and im-
portance has been too little apprehended.
It is not a something which we bring to
God, or He bestows; it is simply #ke sense
of entire nothingness, which comes when
we see how truly God is all, and in whick
we make way for God o be all. When
the creature realizes that this is the true
nobility, and consents to be with his will,
his mind, and his affections, the form, the
vessel in which the life and glory of God
are to work and manifest themselves, he
sees that humility is simply acknowledg-
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ing the truth of his position as creature,
and yielding to God his place.

In the life of earnest Christians, of
those who pursue and profess holiness,
humility ought to be the chief mark of
their uprightness. It is often said that
it is not so. May not one reason be that
in the teaching and example of the
Church, it bas never had that place ot
supreme importance which belongs to it?
And that this, again, is owing to the neg-
lect of this truth, that strong as sin is as
a motive to humility, there is one of still
wider and mightier influence, that which
makes the angels, that which made Jesus,
that which makes the holiest of saints in
heaven, so humble; that the first and
chief mark of the relation of the crea-
ture, the secret of his blessedness, is the
bumility and nothingness which leaves
God free to be all?

I am sure there are many Christians
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who will confess that their experience
has been very much like my own in this,
that we had long known the Lord with-
out realizing that meekness and lowliness
of heart are to be the distinguishing fea-
ture of the disciple as they were of the
Master. And further, that this humility
is not a thing that will come of itself, but
that it must be made the object of spe-
cial desire and prayer and faith and prac-
tice. As we study the word, we shall see
what very distinct and oft-repeated in-
structions Jesus gave His disciples on
this point, and how slow they were in
understanding Him. Let us, at the very
commencement of our meditations, ad-
mit that there is nothing so natural to
man, nothing so insidious and hidden
from our sight, nothing so difficult and
dangerous, as pride. Let us feel that
nothing but a very determined and per-
severing waiting on God and Christ will
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discover how lacking we are in the grace
of humility, and how impotent to obtain
what we seek. Let us study the charac-
ter of Christ until our souls are filled
with the love and admiration of His low-
liness. And let us believe that, when we
are broken down under a sense of our
pride, and our impotence to cast it out,
Jesus Christ Himself will come in to im-
part this grace, too, as a part of His won-
drous life within us.
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HUMILITY : THE SECRET OF
REDEMPTION.

¢ Have this mind in you which was also in
Christ Jesus: who emptied Himself, taking the
form of a servant; and humbled Himself, be-
coming obedient even unto death. Wherefore
God also highly exalted him.”—PHIL. ii. 5-7.

No tree can grow except on the root
from which it sprang. Through all its
existence it can only live with the life
that was in the seed that gave it being.
The full apprehension of this truth in its
application to the first and the Second
Adam cannot but help us greatly to un-
derstand both the need and the nature
of the redemption there is in Jesus.

(22)
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The Need—When the Old Serpent, he
who had been cast out from heaven for
his pride, whose whole nature as devil
was pride, spoke his words of temptation
into the ear of Eve, these words carried
with them the very poison of hell. And
when she listened, and yielded her desire
and her will to the prospect of being as
God, knowing good°®and evil, the poison
entered into her soul and blood and life,
destroying for ever that blessed humility
and dependence upon God which would
have been our everlasting happiness. And
instead of this, her life and the life of the
race that sprang from her became cor-
rupted to its very root with that most
terrible of all sins and all curses, the
poison of Satan’s own pride. All the
wretchedness of which this world has
been the scene, all its wars and blood-
shed among the nations, all its selfishness
and suffering, all its ambitions and jeal-
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ousies, all its broken hearts and embit-
tered lives, with all its daily unhappiness,
have their origin in what this cursed,
hellish pride, either our own, or that of
others, has brought us. Itis pride that
made redemption needful; it is from our
pride we need above everything to be
redeemed. And our insight into the need
of redemption will dargely depend upon
our knowledge of the terrible nature of
the power that has entered our being.
No tree can grow except on the root
from which it sprang. The power that
Satan brought from hell, and cast into
man’s life, is working daily, hourly, with
mighty power throughout the world. Men
suffer from it; they fear and fight and
flee it; and yet they know not whence it
comes, whence it has its terrible suprem-
acy. No wonder they do not know
where or how it is to be overcome. Pride
has its root and strength in a terrible
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spiritual power, outside of us as well as
within us; as needful as it is that we
confess and deplore it as our very own,
is it to know it in its Satanic origin. If
this leads us to utter despair of ever con-
quering or casting it out, it will lead us
all the sooner to that supernatural power
in which alone our deliverance is to be
found—the redemption of the Lamb of
God. The hopeless struggle against the
workings of self and pride within us may
indeed become still more hopeless as we
think of the power of darkness behind it
all; the utter despair will fit us the better
for realizing and accepting a power and
a life outside of ourselves too, even the
humility of heaven as brought down and
brought nigh by the Lamb of God, to
cast out Satan and his pride.

No tree can grow except on the root
from which it sprang. Even as we need
to look to the first Adam and his fall to
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know the power of the sin within us, we
need to know well the Second Adam and
His power to give within us a life of
humility as real and abiding and over-
mastering as has been that of pride. We
have our life from and in Christ, as truly,
yea more truly, than from and in Adam.
We are to walk “rooted in Him,” “ hold-
ing fast the Head from whom the whole
body increaseth with the increase of
God.” The life of God which in the
incarnation entered human nature, is the
root in which we are to stand and grow;
it is the same almighty power that worked
there, and thence onward to the resur-
rection, which works daily in us. Our
one need is to study and know and trust
the life that has been revealed in Christ
as the life that is now ours, and waits for
our consent to gain possession and mas-
tery of our whole being.

In this view it is of inconceivable
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importance that we should have right
thoughts of what Christ is, of what really
constitutes him the Christ, and specially
of what may be counted His chief char-
acteristic, the root and essence of all His
character as our Redeemer. There can
be but one answer: it is His humility.
What is the incarnation but His heavenly
humility, His emptying Himself and be-
coming man? What is His life on earth
but humility; His taking the form of a
servant? And what is His atonement
but humility? “He humbled Himself
and became obedient unto death.” And
what is His ascension and His glory,
but humility exalted to the throne and
crowned with glory? ‘“He humbled
Himself, therefore God highly exalted
Him.” In heaven, where He was with
the Father, in His birth, in His life, in
His death, in His sitting on the throne,
itis all, it is nothing but humility. Christ
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is the humility of God embodied in human
nature; the Eternal Love humbling itself,

clothing itself in the garb of meekness

and gentleness, to win and serve and save
us. As the love and condescension of
God makes Him the benefactor and
helper and servant of all, so Jesus of
necessity was the Incarnate Humility.
And so He is still in the midst of the
throne, the meek and lowly Lamb of
God.

If this be the root of the tree, its nature
must be seen in every branch and leaf
and fruit. If humility be the first, the
all-including grace of the life of Jesus,—
if humility be the secret of His atone-
ment,—then the health and strength of
our spiritual life will entirely depend upon
our putting this grace first too, and mak-
ing humility the chief thing we admire
in Him, the chief thing we ask of Him,
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the one thing for which we sacrifice all
else.!

Is it any wonder that the Christian life
is so often feeble and fruitless, when the
very root of the Christ life is neglected,
is unknown? Is it any wonder that the
joy of salvation is so little felt, when that
in which Christ found it and brings it is
so little sought? Until a humility which
will rest in nothing less than the end and
death of self; which gives up all the
‘honor of men as Jesus did, to seek the
honor that comes from God alone; which
absolutely makes and counts itself noth-
ing, that God may be all, that the Lord
alone may be exalted, —until such a
humility be what we seek in Christ above
our chief joy, and welcome at any price,
there is very little hope of a religion that
will conquer the world.

1See Note B.
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I cannot too earnestly plead with my
reader, if possibly his attention has never
yet been specially directed to the want
there is of humility within him or around
him, to pause and ask whether he sees
much of the spirit of the meek and lowly
Lamb of God in those who are called by
His name. Let him consider how all
want of love, all indifference to the needs,
the feelings, the weakness of others; all
sharp and hasty judgments and utter-
ances, so often excused under the plea
of being outright and honest; all mani-
festations of temper and touchiness and
irritation; all feelings of bitterness and
estrangement,—have their root in nothing
but pride, that ever seeks itself, and his
eyes will be opened to see how a dark,
shall I not say a devilish pride, creeps in
almost everywhere, the assemblies of the
saints not excepted. Let him begin to
ask what would be the effect, if in him-
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self and around him, if towards fellow-
saints and the world, believers were really
permanently guided by the humility of
Jesus; and let him say if the cry of our
whole heart, night and day, ought not to
be, Oh for the humility of Jesus in my-
self and all around me! Let him honestly
fix his heart on his own lack of the
humility which has been revealed in the
likeness of Christ's life, and in the whole
character of His redemption, and he will
begin to feel as if he had never yet really
known what Christ and His salvation is.

Believer! study the humility of Jesus.
This is the secret, the hidden root of thy
redemption. Sink down into it deeper
day by day. Believe with thy whole
heart that this Christ, whom God has
given thee, even as His divine humility
wrought the work for thee, will enter in
to dwell and work within thee too, and
make thee what the Father would have
thee be.
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THE HUMILITY OF JESUS.

‘I am in the midst of you as he that serveth.”
—LUKE xxii. 26.

IN the Gospel of John we have the
inner life of our Lord laid open to us.
Jesus speaks frequently of His relation
to the Father, of the motives by which
He is guided, of His consciousness of
the power and spirit in which He acts.
Though the word humble does not occur,
we shall nowhere in Scripture see so
clearly wherein His humility consisted.
We have already said that this grace is
in truth nothing but that simple consent
of the creature to let God be all, in virtue
of which it surrenders itself to His work-

(32)
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ing alone. In Jesus we shall see how
both as the Son of God in heaven, and
as man upon earth, He took the place of
entire subordination, and gave God the
honor and the glory which is due.to Him.
And what He taught so often was made
true to Himself: “He that humbleth
himself shall be exalted.” As it is writ-
ten, “ He humbled himself, therefore God
highly exalted Him.”

Listen to the words in which our Lord
speaks of His relation to the Father, and
see how unceasingly He uses the words
not, and nothing, of Himself. The not I,
in which Paul expresses his relation to
- Christ, is the very spirit of what Christ
says of His relation to the Father.

“The Son can do mothing of Him-
self” (John v. 19).

“I can of My own self do nothing; My
judgment is just, because I seek 7of Mine
own will” (John v. 30).
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“I receive not glory from men” (John
v. 41).

-“I am come no¢ to do Mine own will”
(John vi. 38).

“ My teaching is nof Mine” (John vii.
16). .
“I am 7ot come of Myself” (John vii.
28).

“I do notking of Myself " (John viii. 28).

“I have not come of Myself, but He
sent Me "’ (John viii. 42).

“1 seek nof Mine own glory ” (John viii.
50).

“The words that I say, I speak no?
from Myself” (John xiv. 10).

“ The word which ye hear is #o# Mine"”
(John xiv. 24).

These words open to us the deepest
roots of Christ's life and work. They
tell us how it was that the Almighty God
was able to work His mighty redemption
work through Him. They show what
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Christ counted the state of heart which
became Him as the Son of the Father.
They teach us what the essential nature
and life is of that redemption which
Christ accomplished and now communi-
cates. It is this: He was nothing, that
God might be all. He resigned Himself
with His will and His powers entirely for
the Father to work in Him. Of His own
power, His own will, and His own glory,
of His whole mission with all His works
and His teaching,—of all this He said, It
is not I; I am nothing; I have given My-
self to the Father to work; I am nothing,
the Father is all.

This life of entire self-abnegation, of
absolute submission and dependence
upon the Father’s will, Christ found to
be one of perfect peace and joy. He
lost nothing by giving all to God. God
honored His trust, and did all for Him,
and then exalted Him to His own right
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hand in glory. And because Christ had
thus humbled Himself before God, and
God was ever before Him, He found it
possible to humble Himself before men
too, and to be the Servant of all. His
humility was simply the surrender of
Himself to God, to allow Him to do in
Him what He pleased, whatever men
around might say of Him, or do to Him.

It is in this state of mind, in this spirit
and disposition, that the redemption of
Christ has its virtue and efficacy. Itis
to bring us to this disposition that we
- are made partakers of Christ. This is
the true self-denial to which our Saviour
calls us, the acknowledgment that self
has nothing good in it, except as an
empty vessel which God must fill, and
that its claim to be or do anything may
not for a moment be allowed. It isin
this, above and before everything, in
which the conformity to Jesus consists,
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the being and doing nothing of ourselves,
that God may be all.

Here we have the root and nature of
true humility. It is because this is not
understood or sought after, that our hu-
mility is so superficial and so feeble. We
must learn of Jesus, how He is meek and
lowly of heart. He teaches us where
true humility takes its rise and finds its
strength—in the knowledge that it is God
who worketh all in all, that our place is
to yield to Him in perfect resignation
and dependence, in full consent to be
and to do nothing of ourselves. This is
the life Christ came to reveal and to im-
part—a life to God that came through
death to sin and self. If we feel that
this life is too high for us and beyond our
reach, it must but the more urge us to
seek it in Him; it is the indwelling Christ
who will live in us this life, meek and
lowly. If we long for this, let us, mean-
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time, above everything, seek the holy
secret of the knowledge of the nature of
God, as He every moment works all in
all; the secret, of which all nature and
every creature, and above all, every child
of God, is to be the witness,—that it is
nothing but a vessel, a channel, through
which the living God can manifest the
riches of His wisdom, power, and good-
ness. The root of all virtue and grace,
of all faith and acceptable worship, is that
we know that we have nothing but what
we receive, and bow in deepest humility
to wait upon God for it.

It was because this humility was not
only a temporary sentiment, wakened up
and brought into exercise when He
thought of God, but the very spirit of
His whole life, that Jesus was just as
humble in His intercourse with men as
with God. He felt Himself the Servant
of God for the men whom God made and
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loved; as a natural consequence, He
counted Himself the Servant of men, that
through Him God might do His work of
love. He never for a moment thought
of seeking His honor, or asserting His
power to vindicate Himself. His whole
spirit was that of a life yielded to God to
work in. It is not until Christians study
the humility of Jesus as the very essence
of His redemption, as the very blessed-
ness of the life of the Son of God, as the
only true relation to the Father, and
therefore as that which Jesus must give
us if we are to have any part with Him,
that the terrible lack of actual, heavenly,
manifest humility will become a burden
and a sorrow, and our ordinary religion
be set aside to secure this, the first and
the chief of the marks of the Christ
within us.

Brother, are you clothed with humility ?
Ask your daily life. Ask Jesus. Ask your
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friends. Ask the world. And begin to
praise God that there is opened up to
you in Jesus a heavenly humility of which
you have hardly known, and through
which a heavenly blessedness you possi-
bly have never yet tasted can come in to
you.




IV.

HUMILITY IN THE TEACHING OF
JESUS.

‘“Learn of Me, for I am meek and lowly of
heart.”—Matt. xi. 29. “Whosoever will be
chief among you, let him be your servant, even
as the Son of Man came to serve.”’—Matt. xx. 27.

WE have seen humility in the life of
Christ, as He laid open His heart to us:
let us listen to His teaching. There we
shall hear how He speaks of it, and how
far He expects men, and specially His
disciples, to be humble as He was. Let
us carefully study the passages, which 1
can scarce do more than quote, to receive
the full impression of how often and how
earnestly He taught it: it may help us to
realize what He asks of us.

(41)
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1. Look at the commencement of His
ministry. In the Beatitudes with which
the Sermon on the Mount opens, He
speaks: “Blessed are the poor in spirit;
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Bless-
ed are the meek; for they shall inkerit the
earth”” The very first words of His proc-
lamation of the kingdom of heaven reveal
the open gate through which alone we
enter. The poor, who have nothing in
themselves, to them the kingdom comes.
The meek, who seek nothing in them-
selves, theirs the earth shall be. The
blessings of heaven and earth are for the
lowly. For the heavenly and the earthly
life, humility is the secret of blessing.

2. “Learn of Me; for I am meek and
lowly of heart, and ye shall find rest for
your souls.” Jesus offers Himself as
Teacher. He tells us what the spirit
both is, which we shall find in Him as
Teacher, and which we can learn and
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receive from Him. Meekness and lowli-
ness is the one thing He offers us; in it
we shall find perfect rest of soul. Humil-
ity is to be our salvation.

3. The disciples had been disputing
who would be the greatest in the king-
dom, and had agreed to ask the Master
(Luke ix. 46; Matt. xviii. 3). He set a
child in their midst, and said, * Whoso-
ever shall humble himself as ihis little
child, shall be exalted” *“Who is the
greatest in the kingdom of heaven?”
The question is indeed a far-reaching
one. What will be the chief distinction
in the heavenly kingdom? The answer,
none but Jesus would have given. The
chief glory of heaven, the true heavenly-
mindedness, the chief of the graces, is
humility. “He that is least among you,
the same shall be great.”

4. The sons of Zebedee had asked
Jesus to sit on His right and left, the
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highest place in the kingdom. Jesus said
it was not His to give, but the Father’s,
who would give it to those for whom it
was prepared. They must not look or
ask for it. Their thought must be of the
cup and the baptism of humiliation. And
then He added, “ Whosoever will be chief
among you, let him be your servant, Even
as the Son of Man came to serve.”” Hu-
mility, as it is the mark of Christ the
heavenly, will be the one standard of
glory in heaven: the lowliest is the near-
est to God. The primacy in the Church
is promised to the humblest.

5. Speaking to the multitude and the
disciples, of the Pharisees and their love
of the chief seats, Christ said once again
(Matt. xxxiil. 11), “He that is greatest
among you shall be your servant.” Humil-
iation is the only ladder to honor in God’s
kingdom.

6. On another occasion, in the house
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of a Pharisee, He spoke the parable of
the guest who would be invited to come
up higher (Luke xiv. 1-11), and added,
“For whosoever exalteth himself shall be
abased; and ke that humbleth himself shall
be exalted.” The demand is inexorable;
there is no other way: Self abasement
alone will be exalted.

7. After the parable of the Pharisee
and the Publican, Christ spake again
(Luke xviil. 14), “ Every one that exalt-
eth himself shall be abased; and he that
humbleth himself shall be exalted.” In the
temple and presence and worship of God,
everything is worthless that is not per-
vaded by deep, true humility towards
God and men.

8. After washing the disciples’ feet,
Jesus said (John xiii. 14), “ If 7, then, the
Lord and Master, have wasked your feet,
ye also ought to wask one another's feet.”’
The authority of command and example,
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every thought, either of obedience or con-
formity, make humility the first and most
essential element of discipleship.

9. At the Holy Supper table the disci-
ples still disputed who should be greatest
(Luke xxii. 26). Jesus said, “ He that is
greatest among you, let him be as the
younger; and he that is chief, as he that
doth serve. I am among you as he that
serveth.” The path in which Jesus
walked, and which He opened up for
us, the power and spirit in which He
wrought out salvation, and to which He
saves us, is ever the humility that makes
me the servant of all.

How little this is preached. How lit-
tle it is practised. How little the lack of
it is felt or confessed. I do not say, how
few attain to it, some recognizable meas-
ure of likeness to Jesus in His humility.
But how few ever think of making it a
distinct object of continual desire or
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prayer. How little the world has seen
it. How little has it been seen, even in
the inner circle of the Church.
“Whosoever will be chief among you,
“let him be your servant.” Would God
that it might be given us to believe that
Jesus means this! We all know what the
character of a faithful servant or slave
implies. Devotion to the master’s inter-
ests, thoughtful study and care to please
him, delight in his prosperity and honor
and happiness. There are servants on
earth in whom these dispositions have
been seen, and to whom the name of ser-
vant has never been anything but a glory.
To how many of us has it not been a new
joy in the Christian life to know that we
may yield ourselves as servants, as slaves
to God, and to find that His service is
our highest liberty,—the liberty from sin
and self? We need now to learn another
lesson,—that Jesus calls us to be servants
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of one another, and that, as we accept
it heartily, this service, too, will be a
most blessed one, a new and fuller lib-
erty, too, from sin and self. At first it
may appear hard: this is only because of
the pride which still counts itself some-
thing. If once we learn that to be noth-
ing before God is the glory of the crea-
ture, the spirit of Jesus, the joy of heaven,
we shall welcome with our whole heart
the discipline we may have in serving
even those who try or vex us. When
our own heart is set upon this, the true
sanctification, we shall study each word
of Jesus on self-abasement with new zest,
and no place will be too low, and no
stooping too deep, and no service too
mean or too long-continued, if we may
but share and prove the fellowship with
Him who spake, “I am among you as he
that serveth.”

Brethren, here is the path to the
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higher life. Down, lower down! This
was what Jesus ever said to the disciples
who were thinking of being great in the
kingdom, and of sitting on His right
hand and His left. Seek not, ask not
for exaltation; that is God’s work.
Look to it that you abase and humble
yourselves, and take no place before God
or man but that of servant; that is your
work; let that be your one purpose and
prayer. God is faithful. fust as water
ever seeks and fills the lowest place, so
the moment God finds the creature
abased and empty, His glory and power
flow in to exalt ard to bless. He that hum-
bleth himself—that must be our one care
—shall be exalted; that is God’s care; by
His mighty power and in His great love
He will do it.

Men sometimes speak as if humility
and meekness would rob us of what is
noble and bold and manlike. O, that
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all would believe that this is the nobility
of the kingdom of heaven, that this is the
royal spirit that the King of heaven dis-
played, that this is Godlike, to humble
oneself, to become the servant of all!
This is the path to the gladness and the
glory of Christ’s presence ever in us, His
power ever resting on us.

Jesus, the meek and lowly One, calls
us to learn of Him the path to God.
Let us study the words we have been
reading, until our heart is filled with the
thought: My one need is humility. And
let us believe that what He shows, He
gives, what He is, He imparts. As the
meek and lowly One, He will come in
and dwell in the longing heart,



V.

HUMILITY IN THE DISCIPLES OF
JESUS.

“Let him that is chief among you be as he
that doth serve.”—LUKE xxii. 26.

WE have studied humility in the per-
son and teaching of Jesus; let us now
look for it in the circle of His chosen
companions—the twelve apostles. If] in
the lack of it, we find in them the con-
trast between Christ and men is brought
out more clearly, it will help us to appre-
ciate the mighty change which Pentecost
wrought in them, and prove how real our
participation can be in the perfect tri-
umph of Christ’s humility over the pride
Satan had breathed into man.

(s1)
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In the texts quoted from the teaching
of Jesus, we have already seen what the
occasions were on which the disciples
had proved how entirely wanting they
were in the grace of humility. Once
they had been disputing by the way
which of them should be the greatest.
Another time the sons of Zebedee with
their mother had asked for the first
places—the seat on the right hand and
the left. And, later on, at the Supper
table on the last night, there was again a
contention which should be accounted
the greatest. Not that there were not
moments when they indeed humbled
themselves before their Lord. So it was
with Peter when he cried out, “ Depart
from me, O Lord, for I am a sinful man.”
So, too, with the disciples when they fell
down and worshipped Him who had
stilled the storm. But such occasional
expressions of humility only bring out
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into stronger relief what was the habit-
ual tone of their mind, as shown in the
natural and spontaneous revelation given
at other times of the place and the power
of self. The study of the meaning of all
this will teach us most important lessons.

First, How muck there may be of earn-
est and active religion while humility is
still sadly wanting.—See it in the disci-
ples. There was in them fervent attach-
ment to Jesus. They had forsaken all
for Him. The Father had revealed to
them that He was the Christ of God.
They believed in Him, they loved Him,
they obeyed His commandments. They
had forsaken all to follow Him. When
others went back, they clave to Him.
They were ready to die with Him. But
deeper down than all this there was a
dark power, of the existence and the
hideousness of which they were hardly
conscious, which had tg be slain and
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cast out, ere they could be the witnesses
of the power of Jesus to save. It is even
so still. We may find professors and
ministers, evangelists and workers, mis-
sionaries and teachers, in whom the gifts
of the Spirit are many and manifest, and
who are the channels of blessing to mul-
titudes, but of whom, when the testing
time comes, or closer intercourse gives
fuller knowledge, it is only too painfully
manifest that the grace of humility, as an
abiding characteristic, is scarce to be
seen. All tends to confirm the lesson
that humility is one of the chief and the
highest graces; one of the most difficult
of attainment; one to Which our first and
chiefest efforts ought to be directed; one
that only comes in power, when the full-
ness of the Spirit makes us partakers of
the indwelling Christ, and He lives
within us.

Second, How impotent all external
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teaching and all personal effort is, to con-
quer pride or give the meck and lowly
heart.—For three years the disciples had
been in the training school of Jesus. He
had told them what the chief lesson was
He wished to teach them: “Learn of
Me, for I am meek and lowly in heart.”
Time after time He had spoken to them,
to the Pharisees, to the multitude, of hu-
mility as the only path to the glory of
God. He had not only lived before
them as the Lamb of God in His divine
humility, He had more than once un-
folded to them the inmost secret of His
life: “ The Son of Man came not to be
served, but so serve’’; “I am among you
as one that serveth.” He had washed
their feet, and told them they were to
follow His example. And yet all had
availed but little. At the Holy Supper
there was still the contention as to who
should be-greatest. They had doubtless
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often tried to learn His lessons, and
firmly resolved not again to grieve Him.
But all in vain. To teach them and us
the much-needed lesson, that no outward
instruction, not even of Christ Himself;
no argument, however convincing; no
sense of the beauty of burnility, however
deep; no personal resolve or effort, how-
ever sincere and earnest,—can cast out
the devil of pride. When Satan casts
out Satan, it is only to enter afresh in a
mightier, though more hidden power.
Nothing can avail but this, that the new
nature in its divine humility be revealed
in power to take the place of the old, to
become as truly our very nature as that
ever was.

Third, /¢ is only by the indwelling of
Christ in His divine humility that we be-
come truly humble.—We have our pride
from another, from Adam; we must have
our humility from Another too. Pride is
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ours, and rules in us with such terrible
power, because it is ourself, our very
nature. Humility must be ours in the
same way; it must be our very self, our
very nature. As natural and easy as it
has been to be proud, it must be, it will be,
to be humble. The promise is, “ Where,”
even in the heart, “sin abounded, grace
did abound more exceedingly.” All
Christ’s teaching of His disciples, and
all their vain efforts, were the needful
preparation for His entering into them in
divine power, to give and be in them
what He had taught them to desire. In
His death He destroyed the power of the
devil, He put away sin, and effected an
everlasting redemption. In His resurrec-
tion He received from the Father an en-
tirely new life, the life of man in the
power of God, capable of being commu-
nicated to men, and entering and renew-
ing and filling their lives with His divine
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power. In His ascension He received
the Spirit of the Father, through whom
He might do what He could not do while
upon earth, make Himself one with those
He loved, actually live their life for them,
so that they could live before the Father
in a humility like His, because it was
Himself who lived and breathed in them.
And on Pentecost He came and took
possession. The work of preparation and
conviction, the awakening of desire and
hope which His teaching had effected,
was perfected by the mighty change that
Pentecost wrought. And the lives and
the epistles of James and Peter and John
bear witness that all was changed, and
that the spirit of the meek and suffering
Jesus had indeed possession of them.
What shall we say to these things?
Among my readers I am sure there is
more than one class. There may be some
who have never yet thought very specially
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of the matter, and cannot at once realize
its immense importance as a life question
for the Church and its every member.
There are others who have felt con-
demned for their shortcomings, and have
put forth very earnest efforts, only to fail
and be discouraged. Others, again, may
be able to give joyful testimony of spirit-
ual blessing and power, and yet there has
never been the needed conviction of what
those around them still see as wanting.
And still others may be able to witness
that in regard to this grace too the Lord
has given deliverance and victory, while
He has taught them how much they still
need and may expect out of the fullness
of Jesus. To whichever class we belong,
may I urge the pressing need there is for
our all seeking a still deeper conviction
of the unique place that humility holds
in the religion of Christ, and the utter
impossibility of the Church or the be-
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liever being what Christ would have them
be, as long as His humility is not recog-
nised as His chief glory, His first com-
mand, and our kighest blessedness. Let us
consider deeply how far the disciples
were advanced while this grace was still
so terribly lacking, and let us pray to
God that other gifts may not so satisfy us,
that we never grasp the fact that the ab-
sence of this grace is the secret cause why
the power of God cannot do its mighty
work. It is only where we, like the Son,
truly know and show that we can do
nothing of ourselves, that God will do
all.

It is when the truth of an indwelling
Christ takes the place it claims in the
experience of believers, that the Church
will put on her beautiful garments, and
humility be seen in her teachers and mem-
bers as the beauty of holiness.



VL.
HUMILITY IN DAILY LIFE.

‘““He that loveth not his brother whom he
hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath
not seen ?”—I JOHN iv. 20.

WHAT a solemn thought, that our love
to God will be measured by our everyday
intercourse with men and the love it dis-
plays; and that our love to God will be
found to be a delusion, except as its truth
is proved in standing the test of daily life
with our fellow-men. It is even so with
our humility. It is easy to think we
humble ourselves before God: humility
towards men will be the only sufficient
proof that our humility before God is
real; that humility has taken up its abode

(61)
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in us, and become our very nature; that
we actually, like Christ, have made our-
selves of no reputation. When in the
presence of God lowliness of heart has
become, not a posture we assume for a
time, when we think of Him, or pray to
Him, but the very spirit of our life, it will
manifest itself in all our bearing towards
our brethren. The lesson is one of deep
import: the only humility that is really
ours is not that which we try to show be-
fore God in prayer, but that which we
carry with us, and carry out, in our ordi-
nary conduct; the insignificances of daily
life are the importances and the tests of
eternity, because they prove what really
is the spirit that possesses us. Itisin
our most unguarded moments that we
really show and see what we are. To
know the humble man, to know how the
humble man behaves, you must follow
him in the common course of daily life.



Humility in Daily Life. 63

Is not this what Jesus taught? It was
when the disciples disputed who should
be greatest; when He saw how the Phari-
sees loved the chief place at feasts and
the chief seats in the synagogues; when
He had given them the example of wash-
ing their feet,—that He taught Eis lessons
of humility. Humility before God is
nothing if not proved in humility before
men.

It is even so in the teaching of Paul.
To the Romans He writes: “In honor
preferring one another”; “Set not your
mind on high things, but condescend to
those that are lowly’; “Be not wise in
your own conceit.” To the Corinthians:
“Love,” and there is no love without
humility as its root, “ vaunteth not itself,
is not puffed up, seeketh not its own,
"is not provoked.” To the Galatians:
“Through love be servants one of another.
Let us not be desirous of vainglory, pro-
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voking one another, envying one another.”
To the Ephesians, immediately after the
three wonderful chapters on the heavenly
life: “Therefore, walk with all lowliness
and meekness, with long-suffering, for-
bearing one another in love”; “Giving
thanks always, subjecting yourselves one
to another in the fear of Christ.” To the
Philippians : “ Doing nothing through
faction or vainglory, but in lowliness of
mind, each counting of%er better than
himself. Have the mind in you which
was also in Christ Jesus, who emptied
Himself, taking the form of a servant,
and humbled Himself.” And to the
Colossians : “Put on a heart of compas-
sion, kindness, humility, meekness, long-
suffering, forbearing one anotkher, and
forgiving eack other, even as the Lord
forgave you.” Itis in our relation to one
another, in our treatment of one another,
that the true lowliness of mind and the
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heart of humility are to be seen. Our
humility before God has no value, but as
it prepares us to reveal the humility of
Yesus to our fellow-men. Let us study
humility in daily life in the light of these
words.

The humble man seeks at all times to
act up to the rule, “/n konor preferring .
one another; Servants ome of another;
Eack counting others better than himself;.
Subjecting yourselves one to another.” The’
question is often asked, how we can
count others better than ourselves, when
we see that they are far below us in wis-
dom and in holiness, in natural gifts, or
in grace received. The question proves
at once how little we understand what
real lowliness of mind is. True humility
comes when, in the light of God, we have
seen ourselves to be nothing, have con-
sented to part with and cast away self, to
let God be all. The soul that has done
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this, and can say, So have I lost myself
in finding Thee, no longer compares itself
with others. It has given up forever
every thought of self in God’s presence;
it meéts its fellow-men as one who is
nothing, and seeks nothing for itself; who
is a servant of God, and for His sake a
servant of all. A faithful servant may be
wiser than the master, and yet retain the
true spirit and posture of the servant.
The humble man looks upon every, the
feeblest and unworthiest, child of God,
and honors him and prefers him in honor
as the son of a King. The spirit of Him
who washed the disciples’ feet, makes it
a joy to us to be indeed the least, to be
servants one of another.

The humble man feels no jealousy or
envy. He can praise God when others
are preferred and blessed before him.
He can bear to hear others praised and
himself forgotten, because in God’s pres-
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ence he has learned to say with Paul, “I
am nothing.” He has received the spirit
of Jesus, who pleased not Himself, and
sought not His own honor, as the spirit
of his life.

Amid what are considered the tempta-
tions to impatience and touchiness, to
‘hard thoughts and sharp words, which
come from the failings and sins of fellow-
Christians, the humble man carries the
oft-repeated injunction in his heart, and
shows it in his life, “ Forbearing one an-
other, and forgiving one another, even as
the Lord forgave you.” He has learned
that in putting on the Lord Jesus he 4as
put on the heart of compassion, kindness,
humility, meekness, and long-suffering.
Jesus has taken the place of self, and it
is not an impossibility to forgive as Jesus
forgave. His humility does not consist
merely in thoughts or words of self-depre-
ciation, but, as Paul puts it, in “ a heart
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of humility,” encompassed by compassion
and kindness, meekness and long-suffer-
ing,—the sweet and lowly gentleness rec-
ognized as the mark of the Lamb of God.

In striving after the higher experiences
of the Christian life, the believer is often
in danger of aiming at and rejoicing in
what one might call the more human, the
manly, virtues, such as boldness, joy,
contempt of the world, zeal, self-sacri-
fice,—even the old Stoics taught and
practised these,—while the deeper and
gentler, the diviner and more heavenly
graces, those which Jesus first taught
upon earth, because He brought them
from heaven; those which are more dis-
tinctly connected with His cross and the
death of self,—poverty of spirit, meek-
ness, humility, lowliness,—are scarcely
thought of or valued. Therefore, let us
put on a heart of compassion, kindness,
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humility, meekness, long suffering; and
let us prove our Christ-likeness, not only
in our zeal for saving the lost, but before
all in our intercourse with the brethren,
forbearing and forgiving one another,
even as the Lord forgave us.
Fellow-Christians, do let us study the
Bible portrait of the humble man. And
let us ask our brethren, and ask the
world, whether they recognize in us the
likeness to the original. Let us be con-
tent with nothing less than taking each
of these texts as the promise of what God
will work in us, as the revelation in words
of what the Spirit of Jesus will give as
a birth within us. And let each failure
and shortcoming simply urge us to turn
humbly and meekly to the meek and
lowly lamb of God, in the assurance that
where He is enthroned in the heart, His
humility and gentleness will be one of
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the streams of living water that flow from
within us.!

Once again I repeat what I have said
before. I feel deeply that we have very
little conception of what the Church suf-
fers from the lack of this divine humility,
—the nothingness that makes room for
God to prove His power. It is not long
since a Christian, of an humble, loving
spirit, acquainted with not a few mission
stations of various societies, expressed
his deep sorrow that in some cases the
spirit of love and forbearance was sadly

141 knew Jesus, and He was very precious
to my soul: but I found something in me that
would not keep sweet and patient and kind. I
did what 1 could to keep it down, but it was
there. 1 besought Jesus to do something for
me, and when I gave Him my will, He came
to my heart, and took out all that would not be
sweet, all that would not be kind, all that would
not be patient, and then He shut the door.”—
GEORGE FOXE,
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lacking. Men and women, who in Europe
could each choose their own circle of
friends, brought close together with others
of uncongenial minds, find it hard to bear,
and to love, and to keep the unity of the
Spirit in the bond of peace. And those
who should have been fellow-helpers of
each other’s joy, became a hindrance and
a weariness. And all for the one reason,
the lack of the humility which counts
itself nothing, which rejoices in becoming
and being counted the least, and only
seeks, like Jesus, to be the servant, the
helper and comforter of others, even the
lowest and unworthiest.

And whence comes it that men who
have joyfully given up themselves for
Christ, find it so hard to give up them-
selves for their brethren? Is not the
blame with the Church? It has so little
taught its sons that the humility of Christ
is the first of the virtues, the best of all
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the graces and powers of the Spirit. It
has so little proved that a Christlike
humility is what it, like Christ, places
and preaches first, as what is in very deed
needed, and possible too. But let us not
be discouraged. Let the discovery of
the lack of this grace stir us to larger
expectation from God. Let us look upon
every brother who tries or vexes us, as
God’s means of grace, God’s instrument
for our purification, for our exercise of
the humility Jesus our Life breathes
within us. And let us have such faith in
the All of God, and the nothing of self,
that, as nothing in our own eyes, we may,
in God’s power, only seek to serve one
another in love.



VIL
HUMILITY AND HOLINESS.

‘“Which say, Stand by thyself; for I am
holier than thou.”—IsAIAH Ixv. 5.

WE speak of the Holiness movement in
our times, and praise God for it. We
hear a great deal of seekers after holiness
and professors of holiness, of holiness
teaching and holiness meetings. The
blessed truths of holiness in Christ, and
holiness by faith, are being emphasized
asnever before. The great test of whether
the holiness we profess to seek or to
~ attain, is truth and life, will be whether it
be manifest in the increasing humility it
produces. In the creature, humility is

(73)
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the one thing needed to allow God’s holi-
ness to dwell in him and shine through
him. In Jesus, the Holy One of God
who makes us holy, a divine humility was
the secret of His life and His death and
His exaltation ; the one infallible test of
our holiness will be the humility before
God and men which marks us. Humility
is the bloom and the beauty of holiness.
The chief mark of counterfeit holiness
is its lack of humility. Every seeker
“after holiness needs to be on his guard,
lest unconsciously what was begun in the
spirit be perfected in the flesh, and pride
creep in where its presence is least ex-
pected. Two men went up into the tem-
ple to pray: the one a Pharisee, the other
a publican. There is no place or position
so sacred but the Pharisee can enter there.
Pride can lift its head in the very temple
of God, and make His worship the scene
of its self-exaltation. Since the time
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Christ so exposed his pride, the Pharisee
has put on the garb of the publican, and
“the confessor of deep sinfulness equally
with the professor of the highest holiness,
must be on the watch. Just when we are
most anxious to have our heart the tem-
ple of God, we shall find the two men
coming up to pray. And the publican
will find that his danger is not from the
Pharisee beside him, who despises him,
but the Pharisee within who commends
and exalts. In God’s temple, when we
think we are in the holiest of all, in the
presence of His holiness, let us beware
of pride. “Now there was a day when
the sons of God came to present them-
selves before the Lord, and Satan came
also among them.”

“God, I thank Thee, I am not as the
rest of men, or even as this publican.”
It is in that which is just cause for
thanksgiving, it is in the very thanksgiv-
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ing which we render to God, it may be
in the very confession that God has done
it all, that self finds its cause of compla-
cency. Yes, even when in the temple
the language of penitence and trust in
God’s mercy alone is heard, the Pharisee
may take up the note of praise, and in
thanking God be congratulating himself.
Pride can clothe itself in the garments of
praise or of penitence. Even though the
words, “I am not as the rest of men,” are
rejected and condemned, their spirit may
too often be found in our feelings and
language towards our fellow-worshippers
and fellow-men. Would you know if this
really is so, just listen to the way in which
Churches and Christians often speak of
one another. How little of the meekness
and gentleness of Jesus is to be seen. It
is so little remembered that deep humil-
ity must be the keynote of what the
servants of Jesus say of themselves or



Humility and Holiness. 77

each other. Is there not many a Church
or assembly of the saints, many a mission
or convention, many a society or com-
mittee, even many a mission away in
heathendom, where the harmony has been
disturbed and the work of God hindered,
because men who are counted saints have
proved in touchiness and haste and im-
patience, in self-defense and self-asser-
tion, in sharp judgments and unkind
words, that they did not each reckon
others better than themselves, and that
their holiness has but little in it of the
meekness of the saints?' In their spirit-

! ¢« ME is a most exacting personage, requir-
ing the best seat and the highest place for itself,
and feeling grievously wounded if its claim is
not recognized. Most of the quarrels émong
Christian workers arise from the clamoring of
this gigantic ME. How few of us understand
the true secret of taking our seats in the lowest
rooms ”—MRs. SMITH, Everyday Religion.
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ual history men may have had times of
great humbling and brokenness, but what
a different thing this is from being clothed
with humility, from having an humble
spirit, from having that lowliness of mind
in which each counts himself the servant
of others, and so shows forth the very
mind which was also in Jesus Christ.
“Stand by; for I am holier than thou !I”
What a parody on holiness! Jesus the
Holy One is the humble one : the holiest
will ever be the humblest. There is none
holy but God : we have as much of holi-
ness as we have of God. And accord-
ing to what we have of God will be our
real humility, because humility is nothing
but the disappearance of self in the vision
that God is all. The holiest will be the
humblest. Alas! though the barefaced
boasting Jew of the days of Isaiah is not
often to be found,—even our manners
have taught us not to speak thus,—how
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often his spirit is still seen, whether in
the treatment of fellow-saints or of the
children of the world. In the spirit in
which opinions are given, and work is
undertaken, and faults are exposed, how
often, though the garb be that of the
publican, the voice is still that of the
Pharisee: “O God, I thank Thee that I
am not as other men.”

And is there, then, such humility to be
found, that men shall indeed still count
themselves “less than the least of all
saints,” the servants of all? There is.
“ Love vaunteth not itself, is not puffed
up, seeketh not its own.” Where the
spirit of love is shed abroad in the heart,
where the divine nature comes to a full
birth, where Christ the meek and lowly
Lamb of God is truly formed within,
there is given the power of a perfect love
that forgets itself and finds its blessedness
in blessing others, in bearing with them
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and honoring them, however feeble they
be. Where this love enters, there God
enters. And where God has entered in
His power, and reveals Himself as All,
there the creature becomes nothing. And
where the creature becomes nothing be-
fore God, it cannot be anything but
humble towards the fellow-creature. The
presence of God becomes not a thing of
times and seasons, but the covering under
which the soul ever dwells, and its deep
abasement before God becomes the holy
place of His presence whence all its words
and works proceed.

May God teach us that our thoughts
and words and feelings concerning our
fellow-men are His test of our humility
towards Him, and that our humility be-
fore Him is the only power that can
enable us to be always humble with our
fellow-men. Our humility must be the
life of Christ, the Lamb of God, within us.
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Let all teachers of holiness, whether in
the pulpit or on the platform, and all
seekers after holiness, whether in the
closet or the convention, take warning.
There is no pride so dangerous, because
none so subtle and insidious, as the pride
of holiness. It is not that a man ever
says, or even thinks, “Stand by; I am
holier than thou.” No, indeed, the
thought would be regarded with abhor-
rence. But there grows up, all uncon-
sciously, a hidden habit of soul, which
feels complacency in its attainments, and
cannot help seeing how far it is in advance
of others. It can be recognized, not
always in any special self-assertion or
self-laudation, but simply in the absence
of that deep self-abasement which cannot
but be the mark of the soul that has seen
the glory of God (Job xlii. 5, 6 ; Isa. vi.
5). It reveals itself, not only in words
or thoughts, but in a tone, a way of
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speaking of others, in which those who
have the gift of spiritual discernment
cannot but recognize the power of self.
Even the world with its keen eyes notices
it, and points to it as a proof that the
profession of a heavenly life does not
bear any spe'cially heavenly fruits. O °
brethren! let us beware. Unless we
make, with each advance in what we
think holiness, the increase of humility
our study, we may find that we have been
delighting in beautiful thoughts and feel-
ings, in solemn acts of consecration and
faith, while the only sure mark of the
presence of God, the disappearance of
self, was all the time wanting. Come and
let us flee to Jesus, and hide ourselves in
Him until we be clothed upon with His
humility. That alone is our holiness.



VIIL
HUMILITY AND SIN.

* Sinners, of whom I am chief.”—1 T1M. i. 15,

HumMiLITy is often identified with peni-
tence and contrition. As a consequence,
there appears to be no way of fostering
humility but by keeping the soul occu-
pied with its sin. We have learned, I
think, that humility is something else
and something more. We have seen in
the teaching of our Lord Jesus and the
Epistles how often the virtue is incul-
cated without any reference to sin. In
the very nature of things, in the whole
relation of the creature to the Creator, in
the life of Jesus as He lived it and im-
parts it to us, humility is the very essence
of holiness as of blessedness. It is the

(83)
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displacement of self by the enthronement
of God. Where God is all, self is
nothing.

But though it is this aspect of the truth
I have felt it specially needful to press, I
need scarce say what new depth and in-
tensity man’s sin and God'’s grace give to
the humility of the saints. We have only
to look at a man like the Apostle Paul,
to see how, through his life as a ransomed
and a holy man, the deep consciousness
of having been a sinner lives inextin-
guishably. We all know the passages in
which he refers to his life as a persecutor
and blasphemer. “I am the least of the
apostles, that am not worthy o be called an
apostle, because 1 persecuted the Church
of God. ... . I labored more abun-
dantly than they all; yet not I, but the
grace of God which was with me ” (1 Cor.
xv. 9, 10). “Unto me, who am Jess than
the least of all saints, was this grace
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given, to preach to the heathen” (Eph.
iti. 8). “I was before a dlasphemer, and
a persecutor, and injurious; howbeit I ob-
tained mercy, because I did it ignorantly
in unbelief. . . . . Christ Jesus came unto
the world to save sinmers, of whom I am
chief” (1 Tim. i. 13, 15). God’s grace
had saved him; God remembered his
sins no more forever; but never, never
could he forget how terribly he had
sinned. The more he rejoiced in God's
salvation, and the more his experience of
God'’s grace filled him with joy unspeak-
able, the clearer was his consciousness
that he was a saved sinner, and that sal-
vation had no meaning or sweetness ex-
cept as the sense of his being a sinner
made it precious and real to him. Never
for a moment could he forget that it was
a sinner God had taken up in His arms
and crowned with His love.

The texts we have just quoted are often
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appealed to as Paul’s confession of daily
sinning. One has only to read them care-
fully in their connection, to see how little
this is the case. They have a far deeper
meaning, they refer to that which lasts
throughout eternity, and which will give
its deep undertone of amazement and
adoration to the humility with which the
ransomed bow before the throne, as those
who have been washed from their sins in
the blood of the Lamb. Never, never,
even in glory, can they be other than
ransomed sinners ; never for a moment
in this life can God’s child live in the full
light of His love, but as he feels that the
sin, out of which he has been saved, is
his one only right and title to all that
grace has promised to do. The humility
with which first he came as a sinner, ac-
quires a new meaning when he learns
how it becomes him as a creature. And
then ever again, the humility, in which
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he was born as a creature, has its deep-
est, richest tones of adoration, in the
memory of what it is to be a monument
of God's wondrous redeeming love.

The true import of what these expres-
sions of St. Paul teach us comes out all
the more strongly when we notice the
remarkable fact that, through his whole
Christian course, we never find from his
pen, even in those epistles in which we
have the most intensely personal unbos-
omings, anything like confession of sin.
Nowhere is there any mention of short-
coming or defect, nowhere any suggestion
to his readers that he has failed in duty,
or sinned against the law of perfect love.
On the contrary, there are passages not a
few in which he vindicates himself in
language that means nothing if it does
not appeal to a faultless life before God

.and men, “Ye are witnesses, and God
also, how holily, and righteously, and un-
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blameably we behaved ourselves toward
you” (r Thess. ii. 10). “Our glorying
is this, the testimony of our conscience,
that in holiness and sincerity of God we
behaved ourselves in the world, and more
abundantly to you-ward ” (2 Cor. i. 12).
This is not an ideal or an inspiration ; it
is an appeal to what his actual life had
been. However we may account for this
absence of confession of sin, all will ad-
mit that it must point to a life in the
power of the Holy Ghost, such as is but
seldom realized or expected in these our
days.

The point which I wish to emphasize
is this-—that the very fact of the absence
of such confession of sinning only gives
the more force to the truth that it is not
in daily sinning that the secret of the
deeper humility will be found, but in the
babitual, never for a moment to be for-
gotten position, which just the more
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abundant grace will keep more distinctly
alive, that our only place, the dnly place
of blessing, our one abiding position be-
fore God, must be that of those whose
highest joy it is to confess that they are
sinners saved by grace.

With Paul's deep remembrance of hav-
ing sinned so terribly in the past, ere
grace had met him, and the consciousness
of being kept from present sinning, there
was ever coupled the abiding remem-
brance of the dark hidden power of sin
" ever ready to come in, and only kept out
by the presence and power of the in-
dwelling Christ. “In me, that is, in my
flesh, dwelleth no good thing”;—these
words of Rom. vii. describe the flesh as
it is to the end. The glorious deliver-
ance of Rom. viii—*The law of the
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath now
made me free from the law of sin, which
once led me captive "—is neither the an-
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nihilation nor the sanctification of the
flesh, but a continuous victory given by
the Spirit as He mortifies the deeds of
the body. As health expels disease, and
light swallows up darkness, and life con-
quers death, the indwelling of Christ
through the Spirit is the health and light
and life of the soul. But with this, the
conviction of helplessness and danger
ever tempers the faith in the momentary
and unbroken action of the Holy Spirit
into that chastened sense of dependence
which makes the highest faith and joy
. the handmaids of a humility that only
lives by the grace of God.

The three passages above quoted all
show that it was the wonderful grace be-
stowed upon Paul, and of which he felt
the need every moment, that humbled
him so deeply. The grace of God that
was with him, and enabled him to labor
more abundantly than they all ; the grace
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to preach to the heathen the unsearch-
able riches of Christ ; the grace that was
exceeding abundant with faith and love
which is in Christ Jesus,—it was this
grace of which it is the very nature and
glory that it is for sinners, that kept the
consciousness of his having once sinned,
and being liable to sin, so intensely alive.
“Where sin abounded, grace did abound
more exceedingly.” This reveals hew
the very essence of grace is to deal with
and take away sin, and how it must ever
be : the more abundant the experience
of grace, the more intense the conscious-
ness of being a sinner. It is not sin, but
God’s grace showing a man and ever re-
minding him what a sinner he was, that
will keep him truly humble. It is not
sin, but grace, that will make me indeed
know myself a sinner, and make the sin-
ner’s place of deepest self-abasement the
place I never leave.
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I fear that there are not a few who, by
strong expressions of self-condemnation
and self-denunciation, have sought to
humble themselves, and have to confess
with sorrow that a humble spirit, a *“ heart
of humility,” with its accompaniments of
kindness and compassion, of meekness
and forbearance, is still as far off as ever.
Being occupied with self, even amid the
deepest self-abhorrence, can never free
us from self. It is the revelation of God,
not only by the law condemning sin, but
by His grace delivering from it, that will
make us humble. The law may break
the heart with fear ; it is only grace that
works that sweet humility which becomes
a joy to the soul as its second nature. It
was the revelation of God in His holi-
ness, drawing nigh to make Himself
known in His grace, that made Abraham
and Jacob, Job and Isaiah, bow so low.
It is the soul in which God the Creator,
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as the All of the creature in its nothing-
ness, God the Redeemer in His grace, as
the All of the sinner in his sinfulness, is
waited for and trusted and worshipped,
that will find itself so filled with His
presence, that there will be no place for
self. So alone can the promise be ful-
filled: “The haughtiness of man shall
be brought low, and the Lord alone be
exalted in that day.”

It is the sinner dwelling in the full
light of God's holy, redeeming love, in
the experience of that full indwelling of
divine love, which comes through Christ
and the Holy Spirit, who cannot but be
humble. Not to be occupied with thy
sin, but Yo be occupied with God, brings
deliverance from self.



IX.
HUMILITY AND FAITH.

‘““How can ye believe, which receive glory
from one another, and the glory that cometh
from the only God ye seek not?’—JOHN iv. 44.

IN an address I lately heard, the speaker
said that the blessings of the higher
Christian life were often like the objects
exposed in a shop window,—one could
see them clearly, and yet could not reach
them. If told to stretch out ,is hand
and take, a man would answer, I cannot;
there is a thick pane of plate-glass be-
tween me and them. And even so Chris-
tians may see clearly the blessed promises
of perfect peace and rest, of overflowing

(94)
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love and joy, of abiding communion and
fruitfulness, and yet feel that there was
something between, hindering the true
possession. And what might that be?
Nothing but pride. The promises made
to faith are so free and sure; the invita-
tions and encouragements so strong; the
mighty power of God on which it may
count is so near and free,—that it can
only be something that hinders faith that
‘hinders the blessing being ours. In our
text Jesus discovers to us that it is indeed
pride that makes faith impossible. “ How
can ye believe, which receive glory from
one another?” As we see how in their
very nature pride and faith are irrecon-
cilably at variance, we shall learn that
faith and humility are at root one, and
that we never can have more of true faith
than we have of true humility; we shall
see that we may indeed have strong in-
tellectual conviction and assurance of the
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truth while pride is kept in the heart, but
that it makes the living faith, which has
power with God, an impossibility.

We need only think for a moment
what faith is. Is it not the confession of
nothingness and helplessness, the surren-
der and the waiting to let God work? Is
it not in itself the most humbling thing
there can be,—the acceptance of our
place as dependents, who can claim or
get or do nothing but what grace be-
stows? Humility is simply the disposi-
tion which prepares the soul for living on
trust. And every, even the most secret
breathing of pride, in self-seeking, self-
will, self-confidence, or self-exaltation, is
just the strengthening of that self which
cannot enter the kingdom, or possess the
things of the kingdom, because it refuses
to allow God to be what He is and must
be there—the All in AllL

Faith is the organ or sense for the per-
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ception and apprehension of the heavenly
world and its blessings. Faith seeks the
glory that comes from God, that only
comes where God is All. As long as we
take glory from one another, as long as
ever we seek and love and jealously
guard the glory of this life, the honor
and reputation that comes from men, we
do not seek, and cannot receive the glory
that comes from God. Pride renders
faith impossible. Salvation comesthrough
a cross and a crucified Christ. Salvation
is the fellowship with the crucified Christ
in the spirit of His cross. Salvation is
union with and delight in, salvation is
participation in, the humility of Jesus.
Is it wonder that our faith is so feeble
when pride still reigns so much, and we
have scarce learned even to long or pray
for humility as the most needful and
blessed part of salvation ?

Humility and faith are more nearly
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allied in Scripture than many know. See
it in the life of Christ. There are two
cases in which He spoke of a great faith.
Had not the centurion, at whose faith
He marvelled, saying, “I have not found
so great faith, no, not in Israel!” spoken,
“I am not worthy that Thou shouldst
come under my roof ”? And had not the
mother to whom He spoke, “ O woman,
great is thy faith !” accepted the name of
dog, and said, “ Yea, Lord, yet the dogs eat
of the crumbs™? It is the humility that
brings a soul to be nothing before God,
that also removes every hindrance to
faith, and makes it only fear lest it
should dishonor Him by not trusting Him
wholly.

Brother, have we not here the cause of
failure in the pursuit of holiness? Is it
not this, though we knew it not, that
madeé our consecration and our faith so
superficial and so short-lived? We had
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no idea to what an extent pride and self
were still secretly working within us, and
how alone God by His incoming and His
mighty power could cast them out. We
understood not how nothing but the new
and divine nature, taking entirely the
place of the old self, could make us really
humble. We knew not that absolute,
unceasing, universal humility must be
the root-disposition of every prayer and
every approach to God as well as of
every dealing with man; and that we
might as well attempt to see without
eyes, or live without breath, as believe
or draw nigh to God or dwell in His love,
without an all-pervading humility and
lowliness of heart.

Brother, have we not been making a
mistake in taking so much trouble to be-
lieve, while all the time there was the old
self in its pride seeking to possess itself
of God’s blessing and riches? No won-
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der we could not believe. Let us change
our course. Let us seek first of all to
humble ourselves under the mighty hand
of God: He will exalt us. The cross,
and the death, and the grave, into which
Jesus humbled Himself, were His path
to the glory of God. And they are our
path. Let our one desire and our fervent
prayer be, to be humbled with Him and
like Him; let us accept gladly whatever
can humble us before God or men;—this
alone is the path to the glory of God.
You perhaps feel inclined to ask a
question. I have spoken of some who
have blessed experiences, or are the means
of bringing blessing to others, and yet
are lacking in humility. You ask whether
these do not prove that they have true,
even strong faith, though they show too
clearly that they still seek too much the
honor that cometh from men. There is
more than one answer can be given. But
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the principal answer in our present con-
nection is this: They indeed have a
measure of faith, in proportion to which,
with the special gifts bestowed upon them,
is the blessing they bring to others. But
in that very blessing the work of their
faith is hindered through the lack of
humility. The blessing is often superfi-
cial or transitory, just because they are
not the nothing that opens the way for
God to be all. A deeper humility would
without doubt bring a deeper and fuller
blessing. The Holy Spirit not only work-
ing in them as a Spirit of power, but
dwelling in them in the fullness of His
grace, and specially that of humility,
would through them communicate Him-
self to these converts for a life of power
and holiness and steadfastness now all
too little seen.

“How can ye believe, which receive
glory from one another?”  Brother!
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nothing can cure you of the desire of
receiving glory from men, or of the sensi-
tiveness and pain and anger which come
when it is not given, but giving yourself
to seek only the glory that comes from
God. Let the glory of the All-glorious
God be everything to you. You will be
freed from the glory of men and of self,
and be content and glad to be nothing.
Out of this nothingness you will grow
strong in faith, giving glory to God, and
you will find that the deeper you sink in
bumility before Him, the nearer He is to
fulfill the every desire of your faith,



X,
HUMILITY AND DEATH TO SELF.

‘“He humbled Himself and became obedient
unto death,”—PHIL. ii. 8.

HuMILITY is the path to death, because
in death it gives the highest proof of its
perfection. Humility is the blossom of
which death to self is the perfect fruit.
Jesus humbled Himself unto death, and
opened the path in which we too must
walk. As there was no way for Him to
prove His surrender to God to the very
uttermost, or to give up and rise out of
fallen human nature to the glory of the
Father but through death, so with us too.

| Humility must lead us to die to self: so
(103)
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we prove how wholly we have given our-
selves up to it and to God; so alone we
are freed from fallen nature, and find the
path that leads to life in God, to that full
birth of the new nature, of which humil-
ity is the breath and the joy.

We have spoken of what Jesus did for
His disciples when He communicated
His resurrection life to them, when in the
descent of the Holy Spirit He, the glori-
fied and enthroned Meekness, actually
came from heaven Himself to dwell in
them. He won the power to do this
through death: in its inmost nature the
life He imparted was a life out of death,
a life that had been surrendered to death,
and been won through death. He who
came to dwell in them was Himself One
who had been dead and now lives for
evermore. His life, His person, His
presence, bears the marks of death, of
being a life begotten out of death. That
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life in His disciples ever bears the death-
marks too; it is only as the Spirit of the
death, of the dying One, dwells and
works in the soul, that the power of His
life can be known. The first and chief
of the marks of the dying of the Lord
Jesus, of the death-marks that show the
true follower of Jesus, is humility. For
these two reasons: Only humility leads
to perfect death; Only death perfects
humility. Humility and death are in
their very nature one: humility is the
bud; in death the fruit is ripened to
perfection.

Humility leads to perfect death.—Hu-
mility means the giving up of self, and
the taking of the place of perfect nothing-
ness before God. Jesus humbled Him-
self, and became obedient unto death.
In death He gave the highest, the perfect
proof of having given up His will to the
will of God. In death He gave up His
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self, with its natural reluctance to drink
the cup; He gave up the life He had in
union with our fallen nature; He died to
self, and the sin that tempted Him; so,
as man, He entered into the perfect life
of God. If it had not been for His
boundless humility, counting Himself as
nothing except as a servant to do and
suffer the will of God, He never would
have died.

This gives us the answer to the ques-
tion so ofien asked, and of which the
meaning is so seldom clearly apprehended:
How can I die to self? The death to
self is not your work, it 1s God’s work..
In Christ you are dead to sin; the life
there is in you has gone through the pro-
cess of death and resurrection; you may
be sure you are indeed dead to sin. But
the full manifestation of the power of this
death in your disposition and conduct,
depends upon the measure in which the
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Holy Spirit imparts the power of the
death of Christ. And here it is that the
teaching is needed : if you would enter
into full fellowship with Christ in His
death, and know the full deliverance from
self, humble yourself. This is your one
duty. Place yourself before God in your
utter helplessness; consent heartily to the
fact of your impotence to slay or make
alive yourself; sink down into your own
nothingness, in the spirit of meek and
patient and trustful surrender to God.
Accept every humiliation, look upon every
fellow-man who tries or vexes you, as a
means of grace to humble you. Use
every opportunity of humbling yourself
before your fellow-men as a help to abide
humble before God. God will accept
such humbling of yourself as the proof
that your whole heart desires it, as the
very best prayer for it, as your prepara-
tion for His mighty work of grace, when,
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by the mighty strengthening of His Holy
Spirit, He reveals Christ fully in you, so
that He, in His form of a servant, is truly
formed in you, and dwells in your heart,
It is the path of humility leads to perfect
death, the full and perfect experience
that we are dead in Christ.

Then follows: Only this death leads to
perfect humility. Oh, beware of the mis-
take so many make, who would fain be
humble, but are afraid to be too humble.
They have so many qualifications and
limitations, so many reasonings and ques-
tionings, as to what true humility is to be
and to do, that they never unreservedly
yield themselves to it. Beware of this.
Humble yourself unto the death. It is in
the death to self that humility is per-
fected. Be sure that at the root of all
real experience of more grace, of all true
advance in consecration, of all actually
increasing conformity to the likeness of
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Jesus, there must be a deadness to self
that proves itself to God and men in our
dispositions and habits. It is sadly pos-
sible to speak of the death-life and the
Spirit-walk, while even the tenderest love
cannot but see how much there is of self.
The death to self has no surer death-
mark than a humility which makes itself
of no reputation, which empties out itself,
and takes the form of a servant. It is
possible to speak much and honestly of
fellowship with a despised and rejected
Jesus, and of bearing His cross, while the
meek and lowly, the kind and gentle
humility of the Lamb of God is not seen,
is scarcely sought. The Lamb of God
means two things—meekness and death.
Let us seek to receive Him in both forms.
In Him they are inseparable : they must
be in us too.

What a hopeless task if we had to do
the work! Nature never can overcome
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nature, not even with the help of grace.
Self can never cast out self, even in the
regenerate man. Praise God! the work
has been done, and finished and perfected
for ever. The death of Jesus, once and
for ever, is our death to self. And the
ascension of Jesus, His entering once
and for ever into the Holiest, has given
us the Holy Spirit to communicate to us
in power, and make our very own, the
power of the death-life. As the soul, in
the pursuit and practice of humility, fol-
lows in the steps of Jesus, its conscious-
ness of the need of something more is
awakened, its desire and hope is quick-
ened, its faith is strengthened, and it
learns to look up and claim and receive
that true fullness of the Spirit of Jesus,
which can daily maintain His death to
self and sin in its full power, and make hu-
mility the all-pervading spirit of our life.! *
! See Note C.
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“Are ye ignorant that all we who were
baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized
into His death? Reckon yourselves to
be dead unto sin, but alive unto God in
Christ Jesus. Present yourself unto God,
as alive from the dead.” The whole self-
consciousness of the Christian is to be
imbued and characterized by the spirit
that animated the death of Christ. He
has ever to present himself to'God as one
who has died in Christ, and in Christ is
alive from the dead, bearing about in his
body the dying of the Lord Jesus. His
life ever bears the twofold mark: its
roots striking in true humility deep into
the grave of Jesus, the death to sin and
self; its head lifted up in resurrection
power to the heaven where Jesus is.

Believer, claim in faith the death and
the life of Jesus as thine. Enter in His
grave into the rest from self and its
work—the rqstotG%d Vi’lthﬁmsy who
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committed His spirit into the Father's
hands, humble thyself and descend each
day into that perfect, helpless depen-
dence upon God. God will raise thee
up and exalt thee. Sink every morning
in deep, deep nothingness into the grave
of Jesus; every day the life of Jesus will
be manifest in thee. Let a willing, lov-
ing, restful, happy humility be the mark
that thou hast indeed claimed thy birth-
right—the baptism into the death of
Christ. *“ By one offering He hath per-
fected forever them that are sanctified.”
The souls that enter into A7s humiliation
will find 7#z Him the power to see and
count self dead, and, as those who have
learned and received of Him, to walk
with all lowliness and meekness, forbear-
ing one another in love. The death-life
is seen in a meekness and lowliness like
that of Christ.



XI.

'HUMILITY AND HAPPINESS.

‘ Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in
my weaknesses, that the strength of Christ may
rest upon me. Wherefore I take pleasure in
weaknesses : for when I am weak, then am I
_strong.”—2 Cor. xii. g, 10.

LestT Paul should exalt himself, by
reason of the exceeding greatness of the
revelations, a thorn in the flesh was sent
him to keep him humble. Paul’s first
desire was to have it removed, and he
besought the Lord thrice that it might
depart. The answer came that the trial
was a blessing ; that, in the weakness and
humiliation it brought, the grace and

(113)
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strength of the Lord could be the better
manifested. Paul at once entered upon
a new stage in his relation to the trial :
instead of simply enduring it, ke most
gladly gloried in it; instead of asking for
deliverance, ke fook pleasure in it. He
had learned that the place of humiliation
is the place of blessing, of power, of joy.

Every Christian virtually passes through
these two stages in his pursuit of humil-
ity. In the first he fears and flees and
seeks deliverance from all that can hum-
ble him. He has not yet learned to seek
humility at any cost. He has accepted
the command to be humble, and seeks to
obey it, though only to find how utterly
he fails. He prays for humility, at times
very earnestly ; butin his secret heart he
prays more, if not in word, then in wish,
to be kept from the very things that will
make him humble. He is not yet so in
love with humility as the beauty of the
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Lamb of God, and the joy of heaven, that
he would sell all to procure it. In his
pursuit of it, and his prayer for it, there
is still somewhat of a sense of burden and
of bondage; to humble himself has not
yet become the spontaneous expression
of a life and a nature that is essentially
humble. It has not yet become his joy
and only pleasure. He cannot yet say,
“Most gladly do I glory in weakness, I
take pleasure in whatever humbles me.”

But can we hope to reach the stage in
which this will be the case? Undoubt-
edly. And what will it be that brings us
there ? Z%az which brought Paul there—
a new revelation of the Lord Jesus. Noth-
ing but the presence of God can reveal
and expel self. A clearer insight was to
be given to Paul into the deep truth that
the presence of Jesus will banish every
desire to seek anything in ourselves, and
will make us delight in every humiliation
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that prepares us for His fuller manifesta-
tion. Our humiliations lead us, in the
experience of the presence and power of
Jesus, to choose humility as our highest
blessing. Let us try and learn the lessons
the story of Paul teaches us.

We may have advanced believers, emi-
nent teachers, men of heavenly experi-
ences, who have not yet fully learned the
lesson of perfect humility, gladly glory-
ing in weakness. We see this in Paul.
The danger of exalting himself was com-
ing very near. He knew not yet per-
fectly what it was to be nothing; to die,
that Christ alone might live in him; to
take pleasure in all that brought him low.
It appears as if this were the highest les-
son that he had to learn, full conformity
to his lord in that self-emptying where
he gloried in weakness that God might
be all.

The highest lesson a believer has to
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learn is humility. Oh that every Chris-
tian who seeks to advance in holiness
may remember this well! There may be
intense consecration, and fervent zeal
and heavenly experience, and yet, if it is
not prevented by very special dealings of
the Lord, there may be an unconscious
self-exaltation with it all. Let us learn
the lesson,—the highest holiness is the
deepest humility ; and let us remember
that it comes not of itself, but only as it
is made a matter of special dealing on the
part of our faithful Lord and His faithful
servant.

Let us look at our lives in the light of
this experience, and see whether we
gladly glory in weakness, whether we
take pleasure, as Paul did, in injuries, in
necessities, in distresses. Yes, let us ask
whether we have learned to regard a re-
proof, just or unjust, a reproach from
friend or enemy, an injury, or trouble, or
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difficulty into which others bring us, as
above all an opportunity of proving how
Jesus is all to us, how our own pleasure
or honor are nothing, and how humilia-
tion is in very truth what we take pleas-
ure in. It is indeed blessed, the deep
happiness of heaven, to be so free from
self that whatever is said of us or done to
us is lost and swallowed up in the thought
that Jesus is all.

Let us trust Him who took charge of
Paul to take charge of us too. Paul
needed special discipline, and with it
special instruction, to learn, what was
more precious than even the unutterable
things he had heard in heaven—what it
is to glory in weakness and lowliness.
We need it, too, oh so much. He who
cared for him will care for us too. The
school in which Jesus taught Paul is our
school too. He watches over us with a
jealous loving care, “lest we exalt our-
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selves.” When we are doing so, He seeks
to discover to us the evil, and deliver us
from it. In trial and weakness and
trouble He seeks to bring us low, until
we so learn that His grace is all, as to
take pleasure in the very thing that
brings us and keeps us low. His strength
made perfect in our weakness, His pres-
ence filling and satisfying our emptiness,
becomes the secret of a humility that
need never fail. It can, as Paul, in full
sight of what God works in us and
through us, ever say, “In nothing was I
behind the chiefest apostles, tkough I am
nothing.” His humiliations had led him
to true humility, with its wonderful glad-
ness and glorying and pleasure in all that
humbles.

“Most gladly will I glory in my weak-
nesses, that the power of Christ may rest
upon me ; wherefore I take pleasure in
weaknesses.” The humble man has
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learned the secret of abiding gladness.
The weaker he feels, the lower he sinks,
the greater his humiliations appear, the
more the power and the presence of Christ
are his portion, until, as he says, “I am
nothing,” the word of his Lord brings
ever deeper joy : “ My grace is sufficient
for thee.”

I feel as if T must once again gather
up all in the two lessons : the danger of
pride is greater and nearer than we think,
and the grace for humility too.

The danger of pride is greater and
nearer than we think, and that especially
at the time of our highest experiences.
The preacher of spiritual truth with an
admiring congregation hanging on his
lips, the gifted speaker on a Holiness
platform expounding the secrets of the
heavenly life, the Christian giving testi-
mony to a blessed experience, the evan-
gelist moving on as in triumph, and
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made a blessing to rejoicing multitudes,
—no man knows the hidden, the uncon-
scious danger to which these are exposed.
Paul was in dange: without knowing it:
what Jesus did for him is written for our
admonition, that we may know our dan-
ger and know our only safety. If ever
it has been said of a teacher or professor
of holiness,—he is so full of self; or, he
does not practice what he preaches; or,
his blessing has not made him humbler
or gentler,—Ilet it be said no more.
Jesus, in whom we trust, can make us
humble.

Yes, the grace for humility is greater
and nearer, loo, than we think. The
humility of Jesus is our salvation : Jesus
Himself is our humility. Our humility
is His care and His work. His grace is
sufficient for us to meet the temptation
of pride too. His strength will be per-
fected in our weakness. Let us choose
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to be weak, to be low, to be nothing.
Let humility be to us joy and gladness.
Let us gladly glory and take pleasure in
weakness, in all that can humble us and
keep us low ; the power of Christ will rest
upon us. Christ humbled Himself, there-
fore God exalted Him. Christ will humble
us, and keep us humble ; let us heartily
consent, let us trustfully and joyfully
accept all that humbles; the power of
Christ will rest upon us. We shall find
that the deepest humility is the secret of
the truest happiness, of a joy that nothing
can destroy.



XIL
HUMILITY AND EXALTATION.

‘“ He that humbleth himself shall be exalted.”
—LUKE xiv. 11, xviii. 13.

‘“God giveth grace to the humble. Humble
yourself in the sight of the Lord, and He shall
exalt you."’—]JAs. iv. 10,

‘‘ Humble yourselves therefore under the
mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in
due time.”—1 PET, v. 6.

JusT yesterday I was asked the ques-
tion, How am I to conquer this pride?
The answer was simple. Two things are
needed. Do what God says is your work :
humble yourself. Trust Him to do what
He says is His work : He will exalt you

The command is clear : humble your-

(123)
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self. That does not mean that it is your
work to conquer and cast out the pride
of your nature, and to form within your-
self the lowliness of the holy Jesus. No,
this is God’s work; the very essence of
that exaltation, wherein He lifts you up
into the real likeness of the beloved Son.
What the command does mean is this:
take every opportunity of humbling your-
self before God and man. In the faith
of the grace that is already working in
you; in the assurance of the more grace
for victory that is coming; up to the light
that conscience each time flashes upon
the pride of the heart and its workings;
notwithstanding all there may be of fail-
ure and falling, stand persistently as under
the unchanging command: humble your-
self. Accept with gratitude everything
that God allows from within or without,
from friend or enemy, in nature or in
grace, to remind you of your need of



Humility and Exaltation. 125

humbling, and to help you to it. Reckon
humility to be indeed the mother-virtue,
your very first duty before God, the one
perpetual safeguard of the soul, and set
your heart upon it as the source of all
blessing. The promise is divine and
sure: He that humbleth himself shall be
exalted. See that you do the one thing
God asks: humble yourself. God will
see that He does the one thing He has
promised. He will give more grace; He
will exalt you in due time.

All God’s dealings with man are char-
acterized by two stages. There is the
time of preparation, when command and
promise, with the mingled experience of
effort and impotence, of failure and par-
tial success, with the holy expectancy
of something better which these waken,
train and discipline men for a higher
stage. Then comes the time of fulfill-
ment, when faith inherits the promise,
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and enjoys what it had so often struggled
for in vain. This law holds good in every
part of the Christian life, and in the pur-
suit of every separate virtue. And that
because it is grounded in the very nature
of things. In all that concerns our
redemption, God must needs take the
initiative. When that has been done,
man’s turn comes. In the effort after
obedience and attainment, he must learn
to know his impotence, in self-despair to
die to himself, and so be fitted voluntarily
and intelligently to receive from God the
end, the completion of that of which he
had accepted the beginning in ignorance.
So, God who had been the Beginning,
ere man rightly knew Him, or fully un-
derstood what His purpose was, is longed
for and welcomed as the End, as the All
in AlL

It is even thus, too, in the pursuit of
humility. To every Christian the com-
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mand comes from the throne of God
Himself : humble yourself. The earnest
attempt to listen and obey will be re-
warded—yes, rewarded—with the painful
discovery of two things. The one, what
depth of pride, that is of unwillingness
to count oneself and to be counted noth-
ing, to submit absolutely to God, there
was, that one never knew. The other,
what utter impotence there is in all our
efforts, and in all our prayers too for
God’s help, to destroy the hideous mon-
ster. Blessed the man who now learns
to put his hope in God, and to persevere,
notwithstanding all the power of pride
within him, in acts of humiliation before
God and men. We know the law of
human nature: acts produce habits, habits
breed dispositions, dispositions form the
will, and the rightly-formed will is char- |
acter. It is no otherwise in the work of
grace. As acts, persistently repeated,
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beget habits and dispositions, and these.
strengthen the will, He who works both
to will and to do comes with His mighty
power and Spirit; and the bumbling of
the proud heart with which the penitent
saint cast himself so often before God, is
rewarded with the “more grace” of the
humble heart, in which the Spirit of Jesus
has conquered, and brought the new
nature to its maturity, and He the meek
and lowly One now dwells for ever.
Humble yourselves in the sight of the
Lord, and He will exalt you. And where-
in does the exaliation consist? The
highest glory of the creature is in being
only a vessel, to receive and enjoy and
show forth the glory of God. It can do
this only as it is willing to be nothing in
itself, that God may be all. Water always
fills first the lowest places. The lower,
the emptier a man lies before God, the
speedier and the fuller will be the inflow
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of the divine glory. The exaltation God
promises is not, cannot be, any external
thing apart from Himself: all that He
has to give or can give is only more of
Himself, Himself to take more complete
possession. The exaltation is not, like
an earthly prize, something arbitrary, in
no necessary connection with the conduct
to be rewarded. No, but it is in its very
nature the effect and result of the hum-
bling of ourselves. It is nothing but the
gift of such a divine indwelling humility,
such a conformity to and possession of
the humility of the Lamb of God, as fits
us for receiving fully the indwelling of
God.

He that humbleth himself shall be ex-
alted. Of the truth of these words Jesus
Himself is the proof ; of the certainty of
their fulfillment to us He is the pledge.
Let us take His yoke upon us and learn
of Him, for He is meek and lowly of
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heart. If we are but willing to stoop to
Him, as He has stooped to us, He will
yet stoop to each one of us again, and we
shall find ourselves not unequally yoked
with Him. As we enter deeper into the
fellowship of His humiliation, and either
humble ourselves or bear the humbling
of men, we can count upon it that the
Spirit of His exaltation, “the Spirit of
God and of glory,” will rest upon us.
The presence and the power of the glori-
fied Christ will come to them that are of
an humble spirit. When God can again
have His rightful place in us, He will lift
us up. Make His glory thy care in hum-
bling thyself; He will make thy glory
His care in perfecting thy humility, and
breathing into thee, as thy abiding life,
the very Spirit of His Son. As the all-
pervading life of God possesses thee,
there will be nothing so natural, and
nothing so sweet, as to be nothing, with
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not a thought or wish for self, because
all is occupied with Him who filleth all.
“Most gladly will I glory in my weak-
ness, that the strength of Christ may rest
upon me.”

Brother, have we not here the reason
that our consecration and our faith have
availed so little in the pursuit of holi-
ness? It was by self and its strength that
the work was done under the name of
faith ; it was for self and its happiness
that God was called in; it was, uncon-
sciously, but still truly, in self and its
holiness that the soul rejoiced. We never
knew that humility, absolute, abiding,
Christlike humility and self-effacement,
pervading and marking our whole life
with God and man, was the most essen-
tial element of the life of the holiness we
sought for.

It is only in the possession of God that
I lose myself. As it is in the height and
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breadth and glory of the sunshine that
the littleness of the mote playing in its
beams is seen, even so humility is the
taking our place in God’s presence to be
nothing but a mote dwelling in the sun-
light of His love. )

“ How great is God ! how small am I!

Lost, swallowed up in Love's immensity !
God only there, not 1.”

May God teach us to believe that to be
humble, to be nothing in His presence, is
the highest attainment, and the fullest
blessing, of the Christian life. He speaks
to us: “I dwell in the high and holy
place, and with him that is of a contrite
and humble spirit.” Be this our portion!

¢ Oh, to be emptier, lowlier,

Mean, unnoticed, and unknown,

And to God a vessel holier,
Filled with Christ, and Christ alone ! ”




NOTES

NoTe A.—‘‘ All this to make it known
through the region of eternity that pride
can degrade the highest angels into dev-
ils, and humility raise fallen flesh and
blood to the thrones of angels. Thus,
this is the great end of God raising a new
creation out of a fallen kingdom of
angels; for this end it stands in its state
of war betwixt the firz and pride of fallen
angels, and the humility of the Lamb of
God, that the last trumpet may sound the
great truth through the depths of eter-
nity, that evil can have no beginning but
from pride, and no end but from humil-
ity. The truth is this: Pride must die
in you, or nothing of heaven can live
- in you. Under the banner of the truth,
give yourself up to the meek and hum-
ble spirit of the holy Jesus. Humility
must sow the seed, or there can be no
reaping in heaven. Look not at pride

(133)
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only as an unbecoming temper, nor at
humility only as a decent virtue: for
the one is death, and the other is
life ; the one is all hell, the other is all
heaven. So much as you have of pride
within you, you have of the fallen angel
alive in you ; so much as you have of true
humility, so much you have of the Lamb
of God within you. Could you see what
every stirring of pride does to your soul,
you would beg of everything you meet to
tear the viper from you, though with the
loss of a hand or an eye. Could you see
what a sweet, divine, transforming power
there is in humility, how it expels the
poison of your nature, and makes room
for the Spirit of God to live in you,
you would rather wish to be the foot-
stool of all the world than want the
smallest degree of it.”—Spirit of Prayer,
Pt. II., p. 73, Edition of Moreton, Can-
terbury, 1893.

NoTe B.—“We need to know two
things: 1. That our salvation consists
wholly in being saved from ourselves, or
that which we are by nature; 2. That
in the whole nature of things nothing
could be this salvation or saviour to us
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but such a humility of God as is beyond
all expression. Hence the first unalter-
able term of the Saviour to fallen man:
Except a man denies /4imself, he cannot
be My disciple. Self is the whole evil
of fallen nature: self-denial is our ca-
pacity of being saved ; humility is our
saviour. . . . . Sel/f is the root, the
branches, the tree, of all the evil of our
fallen state. All the evils of fallen angels
and men have their birth in the pride of
self. On the other hand, all the virtues
of the heavenly life are the virtues of
humility. Itishumility alone that makes
the unpassable gulf between heaven and
hell. Whatisthen, orinwhatlies, the great
struggle for eternal life ? It all lies in the
strife between pride and kumility : pride
and humility are the two master powers,
the two kingdoms in strife for the eternal
possession of man. There never was,
nor ever will be, but one humility, and
that is the one humility of Christ. Pride
and self have the all of man, till man has
his all from Christ. He therefore only
fights the good fight whose strife is that
the self-idolatrous nature which he hath
from Adam may be brought to death
Ly the supernatural humility of Christ
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brought to life in-him.”—W. Law, Ad-
dress to the Clergy, p. 52. [I hope that
this book of Law on the Holy Spirit may
be issued by my publisher in the course
of the year.i,

Note C.—“To die to self, or come
from under its power, is not, cannot be
done, by any active resistance we can
make to it by the powers of nature. The
one true way of dying to self is the way
of patience, meekness, humility, and res-
ignation to God. This is the truth and
perfection of dying to self. . . . . For if
I ask you what the Lamb of God means,

must you not tell me that it is and means -

the perfection of patience, meekness, hu-
mility, and resignation to God? Must you
not therefore say that a desire and faith
of these virtues is an application to Christ,
is a giving up yourself to Him and the
perfection of faith in Him? And then,
because this inclination of your heart to
sink down in patience, meekness, humility,
and resignation to God, is truly giving up
all that you are and all that you have
from fallen Adam, it is perfectly leaving
all you have to follow Christ ; it is your
highest act of faith in Him, Christ is
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nowhere but in these virtues ; when they
are there, He is in His own kingdom.
Let this be the Christ you follow.

* The Spirit of divine love can have no
birth in any fallen creature, till it wills
and chooses to be dead to all self, in a
patient, humble resignation to the power
and mercy of God.

“I seek for all my salvation through
the merits and mediation of the meek,
humble, patient, suffering Lamb of God,
who alone hath power to bring forth the
blessed birth of these heavenly virtues in
my soul. There is no possibility of sal-
vation but in and by the birth of the
meek, humble, patient, resigned Lamb of
God in our souls. When the Lamb of
God hath brought forth a real birth of
His own meckness, humility, and full res-
ignation to God in our souls, then it is the
birthday of the Spirit of love in our souls,
which, whenever we attain, will feast our
souls with such peace and joy in God as
will blot out the remembrance of every-
thing that we called peace or joy before.

“This way to God is infallible. This
infallibility 1s. grounded in the twofold
character of our Saviour: 1. As Heis
the Lamb of God, a principle of all meek-
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ness and kumility in the soul; 2. Asheis
the Light of heaven, and blesses eternal
nature, and turns it into a kingdom of
heaven,—when we are willing to get rest
to our souls in meek, humble resignation
to God, then it is that He, as the Light of
God and heaven, joyfully breaks in upon
us, turns our darkness into light, and be-
gins that kingdom of God and of love
within us, which will never have an
end.”—See Wholly for God, pp. 84-102.
[The whole passage deserves careful
study, showing most remarkably how the
continual sinking down in humility be-
fore God is, from man’s side, the only
way to die to self.]

NoTE D.—A Secret of Secrets: Hu-
mility the Soul of True Prayer.—Till the
spirit of the heart be renewed, till it is
emptied of all earthly desires, and stands
in an habitual hunger and thirst after
God, which is the true spirit of prayer ; till
then, all our prayer will be, more or less,
but too much like lessons given to schol-
ars; and we shall mostly say them, only
because we dare not neglect them. But
be not discouraged ; take the following
advice, and then you may go to church
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without any danger of mere lip-labor or
hypocrisy, although there should be a
hymn or a prayer, whose language is
higher than that of your heart. Do this:
go to the church as the publican went to
the temple ; stand inwardly in the spirit
of your mind in that form which he out-
wardly expressed, when he cast down his
eyes, and could only say, “God be mer-
ciful to me, a sinner.” Stand unchange-
ably, at least in your desire, in this form
or state of heart; it will sanctify every
petition that comes out of your mouth ;
and when anything is read or sung
or prayed, that is more exalted than
your heart is, if you make this an occa-
sion of further sinking down in the spirit
of the publican, you will then be helped,
and highly blessed, by those prayers and
praises which seem only to belong to a
heart better than yours.

This, my friend, is a secret of secrets ;
it will help you to reap where you have
not sown, and be a continual source of
grace in your soul; for everything that
inwardly stirs in you, or outwardly hap-
pens to you, becomes a real good to you,
if its finds or excites in you #kss humble
state of mind. For nothing is in vain, or
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without profit to tke humble soul; it stands
always in a state of divine growth ; every-
thing that falls upon it is like a dew of
heaven to it. Shut up yourself, there-
fore, in this form of Humility; all good
is enclosed in it ; it is a water of heaven,
that turns the fire of the fallen soul into
the meekness of the divine life, and cre-
ates that oil, out of which the love to
God and man gets its flame. Be en-
closed, therefore, always in it; let it be
as a garment wherewith you are always
covered, and a girdle with which you are
girt ; breathe nothing but in and from
its spirit ; see nothing but with its eyes ;
hear nothing but with its ears. And then,
whether you are in the church or out of
the church, hearing the praises of God or
receiving wrongs from men and the
world, all will be edification, and every-
thing will help forward your growth in
the life of God.—Z%e Spirit of Prayer,
Pt. 1L, p. 121.

A PRAYVER FOrR HuUMILITY.

I will here give you an infallible touch-
stone, that will try all to the truth. Itis
this : retire from the world and all con-
versation, only for one month ; neither
write, nor read, nor debate anythmg with
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yourself ; stop all the former workings of
your heart and mind: and, with all the
strength of your heart, stand all this
month, as continually as you can, in the
following form of prayer to God. Offer
it frequently on your knees ; but whether
sitting, walking, or standing, be always
inwardly longing, and earnestly praying
this one prayer to God: “That of His
great goodness He would make known to
you, and take from your heart, every kind
and form and degree of Pride, whether it
be from evil spirits, or your own corrupt
nature ; and that He would awaken in
you the deepest depth and truth of that
Humility, which can make you capable of
His light and Holy Spirit.” Reject every
thought, but that of waiting and praying
in this matter from the bottom of your
heart, with such truth and earnestness, as
people in torment wish to pray and be
delivered from it. . . . . If you can and
will give yourselves up in truth and sin-
cerity to this spirit of prayer, I will ven-
ture to affirm that, if you had twice as
many evil spirits in you as Mary Magda-
lene had, they will all be cast out of you,
and you 'will ‘be forced with her to weep
tears of love at the feet of the holy
Jesus.—7bid., p. 124
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REV. ANDREW MURRAY,

PRESIDENT OF THE CAPE GENERAL MISSION.

(Reprinted from the Soutk African Pioneer.)

_THE name of ANDREW MURRAY has been for
many years well known throughout South
Africa, and later, through his books, there are
few names more familiar in the English-speak-
ing world than that of the author of ‘‘ Abide in
Christ.” .

The father of Andrew Murray came out from
Scotland nearly seventy years ago, and became
an honored minister of the Dutch Reformed
Church at Graaff-Reinet. His work was richly
blessed, but his great legacy to South Africa
was his family, five of his sons becoming de-
voted ministers of the Dutch Reformed Church,
and four of his daughters ministers’ wives,
while another daughter is the principal of a
large school for girls.

The second son, Andrew, bearing his father’s
name, was born at Graaff-Reinet, May o, 1828,
and it is this Scotch Africander with whom we
are now concerned.

When his eldest brother was sent home to
Aberdeen to complete his classical studies,
Andrew, then only nine years of age. accom-
panied him. Both brothers became in time
students and graduates of Marischal College.
Here both the lads drank deeply of the mis-
sionary and evangelistic spirit they had already
received from their revered father. Here they
frequently heard William Burns, afterwards the

1



Rev. Andrew Murray.

noble missionary to China, and they caught not
a little of his heroic spirit.

After graduation they went to Holland to
complete their theological education at the
University of Utrecht. Here they were soon
the centre of a circle of earnest disciples, and
both took an active part in the formation of a
Students’ Missionary Society.

When the curriculum of Utrecht was finished,
they returned to South Africa, the elder brother
ultimately becoming a Professor in the Dutch
Theological Seminary at Stellenbosch, while
the younger, Andrew, was appointed the min-
ister over what is now the Orange Free State.
Mr. Murray was only twenty years of age when
he was ordained to this work, and for a long
period he was the only minister in this wide
territory, but he was not dismayed. Fixing his
headquarters at Bloemfontein, he entered upon
his labors with untiring energy.

The farmers were not well pleased with the
youthful appearance of their pastor, but when
they heard his first sermon, they found there
was one before them whose youth was not to
be despised. And when they witnessed the
amount of riding, preaching, catechising, and
family visitation done by the young minister,
not only in the Free State, but beyond their
borders in the Transvaal, their surprise gave
way to esteem.

The people gladly gathered in large numbers
to worship with him, generally in the open air,
sometimes under sails stretched as a protection
from the burning sun. The influence of this

2
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activity is still felt in the whole district. In
travelling through the Free State and Traasvaal
one is continually meeting those whom he has
joined in marriage, or those whom he has bap-
tized; and many a one speaks of him as a
spiritual father, and has some loving remem-
brance of his visits. While thus engaged in the
Free Siate, Mr. Murray found a helpmeet for
himself in the person of Miss Emma Ruther-
foord, the daughter of the Hon. H. E. Ruther-
foord, well known as a stanch friend and
generous supporter of the Lord’s work in the
whole country. It may be readily believed that
it was to no paradisaic locality that the bride
was taken, but for the sake of her husband and
the Gospel of his Master, she bravely faced and
started all the hardships of life on the frontier.
That these were often severe enough, appears
in the fact that after some years Mr. Murray
was prostrated by fever, and was long in re-
covering from the results of the ordeal. His
physicians declared that he would never be a
strong man again. But, as it proved, this was
simply a turning point in what was to be a yet
more extended service. For the young minister
shortly afterwards, in 1860, received a call to
Worcester, an important inland town of Cape
Colony, about eighty miles from Capetown.
He accepted it, and once again found cause to
praise God, who followed him in his new sphere
with fresh triumphs of His Grace. It was at
this time that the great wave of revival which,
beginning with America and Ireland, and sweep-
ing over the Eastern World, rolled in gladness
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also over South Africa. There was at Worces-
ter a very marvelous manifestation of the con-
vincing and converting power of the Spirit of
Christ. A multitude of souls were gathered
into the Kingdom, and the hands of the Lord's
servants were full of work. Those who knew
Mr. Murray intimately speak in the warmest
terms of the wise and gracious influence he ex-
ercised at that time, in the way of endeavoring
to seize and turn to the best account the spirit-
ual earnestness of the time, and yet prevent it
from falling into confusion and fanaticism.

It was while pastor at Worcester that Mr,
Murray began to present some of his utterances
in literary form. Amongst the first of his
books was a little volume entitled, ‘‘ Waarom
gelooft gij niet” (‘ Why do you not believe ? "),
and another named, ‘‘Het nieuw Leven ”
(““ The New Life”), a series of counsels to
young Christians who have lately entered the
narrow way. Both of these, and especially the
[atter, have been much blessed to many, and
are still widely circulated at the Cape and in
Holland. Aswe have indicated, they were first
written in Dutch. So also were two other vol-
umes which he published at this period, ‘¢ Abide
in Christ ” and ¢ The Children for Christ.”
After remaining at Worcester for four years,
Mr. Murray accepted a call to Capetown, where
he remained about the same length of time.
The work here was felt by him to be encom-
passed by many difficulties. There were three
Dutch churches in the city, in which, according
to the method still pursued in Holland, three

4



Rev. Andrew Murray.

ministers preached in turn. The arrangement
prevented the growth of that strong pastoral
sympathy which Mr. Murray had hitherto found
a most valuable element in his work. He asked
that he might have a church and a portion of the
people as his own congregation. This being
declined, he felt free to wait for a door of the
Word in another quarter. This at last came
through a call to Wellington, a pleasant town
about forty-five miles from Capetown, on the
part of a congregation largely composed of de-
scendants of French Huguenot families, who
had fled thither in the days of their tribulation,
and become associated with the Dutch Re-
formed Church. It is in this sphere that Mr,
Murray still lives and works with great joy and
success. The people have plainly inherited
the blessing promised to thousands of them
that love the Lord and keep His command-
ments. And this is seen in the fact that again
and again there have been most blessed times
of refreshing and large harvests of souls for the
Kingdom of the Lord. This, under God, is
largely due to the single-hearted resolve of the
pastor to know nothing among the people but
Christ and Him crucified, and to seek above all
things the salvation of souls. There are very
few ministers of our day who have a keener in-
sight into sacred truth. It would be a mistake,
however, to suppose that, successful as Mr.
Murray is as a pastor, he is a pastor and noth-
ing more. He has also done a grand work asa
Christian educationist. Even in his first charge
he spared no pains to get good teachers for his
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people. And he has pursued the same aim
ever since. This desire has been fulfilled with
remarkable success in Wellington.

Shortly after his removal thither, he became
acquainted with the life and work of Mary
Lyon, of Mount Holyoke Seminary, in Amer-
ica, and became fired with the resolve to have a
similar institution in South Africa, where the
conversion and Christian education of girls
might be made the chief aim. .‘‘ This is what
I have always wanted,” said he. “‘In sending
for teachers to England or Scotland, I have no
security that they will understand this aim, or
enter fully into it. I shall send to America for
teachers.” He did so; and being fortunate
enough to secure the services of Misses Fergu-
son and Bliss, of Holyoke, he founded in 1874
the Huguenot Seminary at Wellington, over
which these ladies still preside. There are
about two hundred young ladies from all parts
of South Africa being educated on the methods
of Mount Holyoke and in the same spirit. A
minister of the Dutch Reformed Church at
Capetown tells us: *“ It is difficult to say ina
few words what blessings this institution has
conferred on South Africa, not only by the edu-
cation in a Christian spirit of many hundreds of
young ladies, but also by a large number of
them having become teachers imbued with the
spirit of the Huguenot Seminary.” ¢ The story
of the conversions and revivals at this institu-
tion,” writes another, ‘* is quite wonderful; and
now there are several schools throughout the
country which look to the Huguenot Seminary
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as their mother, and work on the same prin-
ciples.” The most prominent feature in the
whole education is the paramount importance
attached to Christian missions.

While maintaining this oversight of his flock
and the Christian schools of the province, Mr.
Murray is as much as ever bent on the carry-
ing forward of evangelization. In this direc-
tion he has had marvelous blessing.  After his
work at Wellington became known, no one was
in greater request for taking part in special
services in other congregations throughout the
country. Oftea he has found many souls just
waiting to be brought into the Kingdom, and
has given the message that led them to Christ.
With such plain indications of the finger ot God
before him, it is little to be wondered at that
Mr. Murray should have been led to think that
he ought to have the work of an evangelist oc-
cupying a larger portion of his time. The way
for this was not at first plain. A prolonged
illness in 1879, for one thing, interrupted this
service. But after granting him a remarkable
recovery from it, the Lord was pleased also to
show his congregation that this line of effort
was to bulk very largely in his future work.
He came in great power and blessing to the
people. There was an ingathering of souls
such as they had never experienced before; and
then the Church was made willing and ready to
allow their pastor to devote at least half his
time to evangelistic work. In the prosecution
of this service during the last six years Mr.
Murray has found the Lord making manifest
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the savor of His knowledge by him in almost
every place he has visited. His tours on spe-
cial missions have of late extended not only to
the Eastern Province of the Colony, but also to
the Free State, Transvaal, and Natal. And we
are informed that there are hardly any congre-
gations in those different States where there
are not found those who now look up to him as
their spiritual father, and who have been helped
by his preaching on their way Zionward.

Mr. Murray has also established at Welling-
ton a training seminary for missionaries to the
Kafirs and other tribes. Here a much simpler
course of study is required than for ordinary
pastors. The students are ordained simply as
missionaries, but they do a work which could
not be carried on by any other agency.
Amongst Mr. Murray’s own relations also the
missionary spirit is still being deeply cherished.
It is but recently that one of his nephews, Rev.
Alexander C. Murray, has gone to Lake Nyassa
as a missionary of the Dutch Church, and is co-
operating with the other Scotch brethren al-
ready there.

In connection with his work as an evangelist,
Mr. Murray has been led to take a deep interest
in the movement now everywhere making such
progress towards lifting up professing Chris-
tians to a higher plane of spiritual life and ser
vice. In this work also the Lord has caused
His servant to prosper greatly. Singleness of
eye for the glory of Christ in souls is the secret
of his success. No attempt is made to dazzle
by words of wisdom, or by the over-straining of
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Biblical questions. Everything that might at-
tract the hearer to the speaker himself is laid
aside.

And hence some have said about his preach-
ing, what we have noticed some critics saying
of his books, that there is a want of zest and
brilliance in his style. But as one of our cor-
respondents says, ‘I think all will admit that
they never hear him without being stirred up
from the very foundation and made to feel as if
they were only beginning the Christian life,
and had yet to learn what full trust and conse-
cration mean.” It is with this same power that
his last four works—*‘Like Christ,” ‘¢ With
Christ,” ‘“ Holy in Christ,” and ‘‘ The Spirit of
Christ,”—are fraught. All of them were writ-
ten at Wellington, and only after the topics
they deal with had been studied and meditated
on and spoken about at Christian conferences
on subjects akin to them.

So lives and works, then, this faithful servant
of Christ. He has a remarkable power of win-
ning the confidence of men, and we learn with-
out surprise, that even in earlier years he was
twice appointed a deputy on important mis-
sions to England in connection with civil ques-
tions in this country. But the Church is his
chosen field of work. Moderator of Synod for
no less than three times, he is honored and
loved by all his ministerial brethren,

We consider the Cape General Mission a
true answer to his many prayers, and his,
valuable advice as our President has been
greatly blessed.
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Works by the Rev. Andrew Murray.

ABIDE IN CHRIST. Thoughts on the Bless-
ed Life of Fellowship with the Son of
God. LIKE CHRIST. Thoughts on the
Blessed Life of Conformity to the Son of
God. A Sequel to ‘‘Abide in Christ.”
By the Rev. ANDREW MURRrAY. Forty-
fourth Thousand. Two vols. in one. 16mo,
cloth, silver top and stamping, in slip case,
$1.00.

‘“ The stamp of experimental knowledge is
clearly seen from the beginning to the end of
the book. It cannot fail to stimulate, to cheer,
and to qualify for higher service.”—Rev. C. H.
Spurgeon.

‘“ The author has done his work in a devout
and admirable way. Read with an inquiring
and docile spirit it will confirm the faith, bright-
en the hopes, and increase the joys of the
Christian by leading to a more complete reali-
zation of the closeness of the union, the in-
timacy of the fellowship, and the oneness of
life and interest which are the exalted privileges
of those who obey this injunction and abide in
Christ.”—/nterior.

‘A rich and reverent volume, with a short
chapter for each day of a month, the prayerful
reading of which will help to hallow the month,”
— Congregationalist.
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Works by the Rev. Andrew Murray.

THE CHILDREN FOR CHRIST. By Rev.
ANDREW MURRAY. 16mo, cloth, §1.25.

‘“ Fifty-two short sermons on the duty of
parents to their baptized children. . ... Twenty
years ago the original of the present work was
published in Dutch, in meditations for a month,
each containing a short summary of some ser-
mon. Since that time many new subjects have
been treated, and the author has been led 10
prepare a series of fifty-two sermons—one for
each week. He has done this ‘ in the hope that
some Christian parents, who feel the need of
such help, may be led once a week to read and
meditate and pray together over some of the
precious words of God with regard to their call-
ing.” Each sermon concludes with a short
prayer appropriate to itself. The work is ad-
mirable in, and well adapted to, its holy pur-
pose.”—O0bserver.

‘“ The author seems to have had a divine vo-
cation in writing this book, and thousands of
parents ought to derive blessings from it for
their children.”—ZEvangelist.

THE NEW LIFE. Words of God for Young
Disciples of Christ. 16mo, cloth, $1.00.

““This little work is more elementary than
the other writings of the author, because it is
specially designed for young disciples. Some
of the subjects treated are ‘ Faith,” * The Power
of God’s Word,” ‘ The Confession of Sin,’
‘ Holiness,” ¢‘Humility,” ¢Personal Work,’
¢ Prayer,’ ¢ Obedience,’ etc.”
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THE SPIRIT OF CHRIST. Thoughts on
the Indwelling of the Holy Spirit in the
Believer and the Church. 16mo, cloth,
$1.25.

‘““In this volume are contained thirty brief
essays upon various aspects of the work of the
Holy Ghost. The aim of the author is to com-

\ fort, console, strengthen, inspire, and lift up the
believer by showing the all-sufficiency of the
Holy Spirit to guide the soul in righteousness.
The cultivation of practical piety is the object
sought.”— Z'he Christian Union.

WITH CHRIST in the School of Prayer.
Thoughts on our Training for the Ministry
of Intercession. HOLY IN CHRIST.
Thoughts on the Calling of God’s Chil-
dren to be Holy as He is Holy. By the
Rev. ANDREW MURRAY. Fourteenth
Thousand. 16mo, cloth, silver top and
stamping, $1.00.

‘It is under the impression that the place
and power of prayer in the Christian life is too
little understood that this book has been writ-
ten. I feel sure that as long as we look on
prayer chiefly as the means of maintaining our

own Christian life, we shall not know fully what
it is meant to be. But when we learn to regard
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it as the highest part of the work intrusted to us,
the root and strength of all other work, we shall
see that there is nothing that we so need to
study and practice as the art of praying aright.
. . . . Christ teaches us to pray, not only by
example, by instruction, by command, by prom-
ises, but by showing us HIMSELF, the everlusting
Intercessor, as our Life.”—Extract from the
Preface.

BE PERFECT. A Message from the Father in
Heaven to His Children on Earth. 16mo,
cloth, 75 cents.

HAVE MERCY UPON ME. The Prayer of
the Penitent in the Fifty-first Psalm ex-
plained and applied. 16mo, cloth, $1.00.

THE HOLIEST OF ALL. An Exposition
of the Epistle to the Hebrews. Small 8vo,
cloth, $2.00 net.

In this exposition the author seeks to an-
swer the common questicns: ** What is the want
in our religion, that, in so many cases, it gives
no power t> stand, to advance, to press on unto
perfection? And what is the teaching that is
needed to give that health and vigor to the
Christian life that, through all adverse circum-
stances, may be able to hold fast the beginning
firm to the end ?”
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HUMILITY. The Beauty of Holiness.
24mo, cloth, 50 cents.

LET US DRAW NIGH'! The Way to a Life
Abiding Continually in the Secret of God’s
Presence. 16mo, cloth, 50 cents.

WHY DO YOU NOT BELIEVE? Words
of Instruction and Encouragement for all
whao are seeking the Lord. 16mo, cloth,
75 cents.

WHOLLY FOR GOD. The True Christian
Life. A series of extracts from the writ-
ings of WILLIAM LAw, selected and with an
introduction by the Rev. ANDREW MUR-
RAY. 12mo, buckram cloth, $1.7s.

* % Sent by mail prepaid on receipt of the price.
ANSON D. F. RANDOLPH & 0©O.,
182 Fifth Avenue, New York,
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